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Our recent Annual Conference represents US….CUMC and the other 76
churches in the BW conference. These highlights demonstrate our strength and
future possibilities. How will CUMC use this work???

BALTIMORE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE
PERSEVERES IN HOPE, FAITH, JOY
By Melissa Lauber
Amid mass shootings, wars abroad, two years of pandemic and isolation, oppression,
depression, and anxiety, the Baltimore-Washington Conference met online in its

Fellowship

Annual session June 1-3 for a time of prayer, holy conferencing, and to proclaim a

Justice for All

We’re living through a time when “we cannot catch our breath, when the song will
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spirt of perseverance and Spirit-led vitality.
not form in our throat and the tears well up without provocation,” said Bishop
LaTrelle Easterling. But, she said, the people of the BWC are still engaged in
significant mission and ministry. “That is our reputation, that is our identity, that is our
witness,” the bishop preached during the opening worship of the conference.
“United Methodists know to 'stop telling God about your problems and start telling

Volunteers Matter
Calendar

your problems about God,'" Easterling said. “There is no quit in us, BaltimoreWashington Conference. We persevere in hope, faith and joy!”
“Persevere: in Hope, Faith and Joy” was the theme of the online conference as
members explored how to faithfully pursue the goal of becoming vital churches.
Conference members endorsed the Rev. Joseph Daniels as a candidate for the
episcopacy, celebrated the ordination of nine Elders and three Deacons ,and
adopted an $18.2 million budget. Highlights are continued under Conference
Connections on page 10.
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Happy 4th of July to All!

WORSHIP AND PRAISE
July Lectionary
JULY 03 | 4th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
2 Kings 5:1-14; Ps 30 (UMH 762); Gal 6:(1-6) 7-16; Lk 10:1-11, 16-20
JJULY 10 | 5th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Amos 7:7-17; Ps 82 (UMH 804); Col 1:1-14; Lk 10:25-37
JJULY 17 | 6th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Amos 8:1-12; Ps 52 or Ps 82 (UMH 804); Col 1:15-28; Lk 10:38-42
JULY 24 | 7th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Hos 1:2-10; Ps 85 (UMH 806); Col 2:6-15 (16-19); Lk 11:1-13
JULY 31 | 8th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Hos 11:1-11; Ps 107:1-9, 43 (UMH 830); Col 3:1-11; Lk 12:13-21

I Will Stand - Allegiance
by Jake Gammons

Click on the photo to hear this song.

You Are Needed! Use the newest monthly listing on Sign
Up Genius to volunteer for worship assistance for July and
August.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Congratulations to the Karr Family as they welcome Owen Joseph born on
June 13 at 8 lbs. 9 oz. Sisters Oretha and O'Dell are excited to welcome
another "O" to the family.

Happy
Birthday!

Tyler Rosenberger earned the Montgomery County Middle Level Novice Art
Award in his second year of teaching! Lucky students and a salute to Tyler!
As Katie Swanson returns to Columbia with 3 years teaching experience
and Masters degree, our community is fortunate that she has secured a
.
teaching position in Howard County schools. CUMC is also fortunate that
Katie will facilitate our Education Ministry beginning in July. This gal knows
how to give personally and professionally!
Congratulations to Cristin Messenger as she recently secured a permanent
position because of her outstanding work as a contractual employee at
Pandora Jewelry Regional Office!
.

Chloe Swanson
Nyree Fox
Tyler Rosenberger
David Burtnick
Don James
Joshua Lindberg
Matthew Lindberg
Phyllis Kelley

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters
JULY SECOND SUNDAY STOCK-UP
FOR HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK

Thanks for the May meat donations! On July 10, please contribute bottles of juice, juice
boxes, and juice pouches for the Howard County Food Bank. Help keep our neighbors
hydrated.

DAY RESOURCE CENTER
On Sunday, July 24, please bring t-shirts, shorts, jeans, jackets, & sneakers for the homeless men &
women who use the Day Resource Center. They would especially appreciate new socks and new
underwear.

If you haven’t signed up to deliver one of our collections, please contact Jeanette Rosenberger. We have some
unfilled slots in the 2022 calendar.

Promise me you'll always remember: you're braver than you
believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think."
—Winnie-the-Pooh

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

JULY GATHERINGS
PLEASE UNDERSTAND that CUMC faces the same dilemma that individuals and families
face each day when we consider in person activity during these covid times. We want to
respect rising covid numbers and yet enjoy being with others. Such a significant part of the
CUMC “culture” has been based on relationships and connectedness.
We are attempting to handle this situation with careful monitoring of covid realities, and
again this month we are offering some outdoor activities (and perhaps some patio
worship!)

FIRST FRIDAY on July 1 at 6:30pm is a great way to kick off your holiday weekend. The
theme is “picnic" so hot dogs will be provided and guests are asked to bring your favorite
picnic dishes or a dessert to share. Let Lillian Lehnert know you will be at her back yard,
12300 Pleasant View Dr., Fulton, 20759 by Tues. June 28.
LUNCH BUNCH on July 14 will be on the patio or Room A at OBIC at noon. Hopefully Pastor
Kathy can join the women for a great pot luck luncheon and visit. Sign up at church or let
Judy Pittman know if you plan to attend or need a ride.
CUMC Fellowship Summer Program “CUMC COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS”
ORACLE is an exciting band that features country music, classic rock, oldies and Motown
from the 60’s to today. Bring a chair and join CUMC friends on the Kittamaqundi Lakefront
at 7pm for this lively FREE concert!.
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FELLOWSHIP OF THE HEART

May You
May you fall into you own arms.
May you speak the words you need to hear.
May you have gratitude with each breath.
May you build you dreams with faith.
May you embrace you soul with kindness.
May you bring wisdom from you past.
May you choose peace instead of anger.
May you see the light in your darkest night.
May you stumble upon yourself when lost.
May you uncover courage beneath these fears.
May you accept mistakes with humility.
May you practice forgiveness to heal wounds.
May you see the beauty of your imperfections.
May you find love within your own heart.
From Positive Outlooks
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The Numbers Game: A Justice for All Concern
By now we're all numbingly familiar with the numbers. Mass shootings like the horrific attack that killed 19
children and 2 teachers at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, TX, or the murder of 10 people at a
grocery store in Buffalo, NY, are all too common in the US. There have been 214 mass shootings—defined
by Gun Violence Archive as one in which at least 4 people were shot—in the US within the first 145 days
of the year! These types of tragedies are becoming commonplace and feel sickeningly unique to
America, where there are more civilian-owned guns than people (393 million guns, 46% of the world
total, which is 120.5 guns for every 100 residents.)
For the period 1960-1964, gun related deaths did not even rate a separate category in the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) analysis of leading causes of death among Americans, being
lumped into “other accidents” like drowning, car crashes, or falling off cliffs. By 2020, more Americans
died of gun-related injuries than in any other year on record, according to recently published statistics
from the CDC. That included a record number of gun murders, as well as a near-record number of gun
suicides. Despite the increase in such fatalities, the rate of gun deaths, a statistic that accounts for the
nation’s growing population, ironically remained below the levels of some earlier years. And even in
absolute numbers, Brazil reported more gun related deaths in 2019 (49,436) than did the United States
(37,038.)
For decades, car crashes were the leading cause of death among Americans ages 1 to 19. But the gap
between car crash deaths and firearms deaths has narrowed steadily in recent years. By 2020, gun
violence overtook car accidents to become the No. 1 cause of death for U.S. children and adolescents.
Researchers at the Univ. of Michigan found that while firearm-related deaths overall increased 13.5%
between 2019 and 2020, among children and adolescents they surged a staggering 30%. So far in
2022, at least 653 children and teens in the U.S. have been killed by guns. Another 1,609 children and
teens have been injured by firearms, according to the Gun Violence Archive.
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The Numbers Game: A Justice for All Concern, continued
The Uvalde massacre was the 27th school shooting in the country this year. Though mass shootings tend
to get the most attention, they are not the cause of most firearm deaths in the U.S. In 2020, 45,222
people died from gun-related injuries, according to the CDC, about 124 people each day. Of those,
54% were suicides, and 43% were murders, according to a Pew Research Center analysis. Other
firearm-related deaths were unintentional, involved law enforcement or had undetermined
circumstances, according to Pew. That same year, 513 people died in mass shootings, meaning mass
shootings accounted for about 1% of all gun deaths in 2020. The Gun Violence Archive defines a mass
shooting as one in which four or more victims were shot, whether they were injured or killed. According
to the Brady Campaign to End Gun Violence, nearly 8,000 children and teens on average were shot,
and more than 1,600 died each year between 2015 and 2019. Of those who died, 52% were murdered,
40% died from gun suicide and 5% were killed unintentionally.
Not surprisingly, recent polling indicated growing support for Congressional action to address this
issue. A June 5th Axios article reported that 70% of Americans think enacting new gun control laws
should take precedence over protecting ownership rights, according to an ABC News/Ipsos poll. These
findings indicate widespread support for stricter gun control laws in the wake of mass shootings in
Buffalo, Uvalde, and Tulsa. A bi-partisan bill containing tentative steps to do something is currently
before the Senate, where it is expected to pass. But we've been here before. I believe it is likely the bill
will be stripped of any real muscle, and the pale imitation of an already weak bill that ultimately passes
will be a slap in the face to the thousands of grieving mothers, fathers, siblings, friends, and relatives of
the victims of gun related violence. Thoughts and prayers are not enough!
Kevin Swanson for Justice for All Ministry

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
BWC Perseveres in Hope, Faith, Joy, continued
By Melissa Lauber

IN HOPE:

During an interactive presentation, The Discipleship Ministries team outlined the pillars of vitality, designed
to help fulfill the conference’s vision of 100 percent of its churches becoming 100 percent vital.
In anticipation of the Nov. 2-5 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference, BWC members endorsed the Rev.
Joseph Daniels of Emory UMC in Washington, D.C., as its candidate for the episcopacy.
Online offerings were taken and $2,460 was collected to assist those in war-torn Ukraine, $1,170 was
given to support Africa University on its 30th anniversary, and $1,110 was contributed to assist with
resources for clergy wellbeing.
The Laity Session focused on youth ministries and creating disciples with a presentation from Chris
Wilterdink, director of the denomination’s Young People’s Ministries, and members heard inspirational
messages from high school student Cayleigh Martin of Cokesbury UMC and Jamal Oakman, a leader of
the University of Maryland’s Terp HUB.
Bonnie Marden of the New England Conference delivered the laity address, speaking about the power of
choice and the possibilities that come with being a United Methodist.
Camps Manidokan, West River and Harmison announced plans to open fully this summer and encouraged
volunteers to participate as leaders.
Richard Church, of the Committee on Native American Ministries, joined Bishop Easterling in a litany to
honor the land and our heritage.

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
BWC Perseveres in Hope, Faith, Joy, continued

IN FAITH:
Members passed a $18.2 million budget and set the collection rate at 90 percent and the
benevolence factor at 17.55 percent.
In brave conversation, members shared ideas on creating an inclusive, diverse, equitable and antiracist church and world.
The Board of Ordained Ministry reported on an on-going study of gender, race and ministry; and
shared revisions to the continuing education policy for clergy and the BWC’s sexual misconduct
policies.
Members passed five resolutions that give the Black United Methodists for Church Renewal caucus
intentional input into decisions about the proceeds from the sale of Black churches in the BWC;
endorsed the Christmas Covenant; made Salem Hispanic UMC in Baltimore a mission of the
Conference; created a new position on the Action and Advocacy team to work in the area of
ensuring housing for all; and called for increased and nuanced discussions about climate change.
Conference members approved closing Cherry Run UMC in Hedgesville; while also approving
Mountain View UMC in Damascus and New Beginnings Fellowship in Jarrettsville disaffiliating from
the denomination. A report was presented by the BWC Trustees that clarified the disaffiliation
process for churches wishing to leave The United Methodist Church.
The equitable compensation rate for clergy was increased three percent, bring the base salary to
$47, 990 and the recommended housing allowance to $21,394.
A request was made for a report about a possible standardized reimbursement rate for pastors’
continuing education, travel and other expenses to be presented at next year’s session.
Members affirmed the work of the Nominations Committee, which reported 73 changes in people
serving on conference committees and agencies.

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
BWC Perseveres in Hope, Faith, Joy, continued

IN JOY:
Bishop Easterlng ordained nine Elders and three Deacons, and she commissioned nine Elders and
three Deacons as provisional members at a worship service, where the Rev. Antoine Love, preached
on life, faith and the redeeming gift of relationship in a sermon called, “Say My Name, Say My Name.”
The lives and ministries of clergy, clergy spouses and lay members were celebrated at a Service of
Remembrance, where the Rev. Frankie Revell of LaVale UMC lifted up a message about sorrow, loss
and the need to be patient and gentle with oneself and loving and forgiving of your neighbor, as
Jesus stands always by our side.
Rehoboth UMC was given the BWC’s Advocacy and Action Award; Oak Chapel UMC in Silver Spring
was honored with the Wellness and Mission Award; and Emily St. Louis of Community UMC in Crofton
was named the BWC’s Youth Worker of the Year.
Six Certified Lay Ministers were recognized for completing their training.
Two new EarthKeepers – the Rev. Stacey Cole Wilson and Thea Becton – were welcomed into the fold
of the BWC’s 15 other EarthKeepers.
District superintendents paid tribute to 22 clergy retirees at a Service of Celebration.
Pisgah UMC in La Plata and Hughes UMC in Wheaton were presented with $1,000 and the One
Matters Award for their discipleship.
The Conference celebrated Lovely Lane UMC in Baltimore, the oldest church in the Conference,
which celebrates its 250th anniversary this year, along with Dumbarton UMC in Georgetown and
Melville Chapel UMC in Elkridge.
The next Annual Conference Session is scheduled to be held in Baltimore May 31-June 3, 2023.

BUSINESS CORNER
Financial Information - May 2022
Year-to-Date
Revenue
Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

Actual
$39,191.14
$42,374.88
$(3.,183.74)

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $ (144.72)

CUMC Administrative Board
There was no meeting in June.

Budget
$31,863.33
$31,561.43
$(7,698.09)
$ (349.91)

"Compassion
asks for us to go
where it hurts, to
enter into the
places of pain, to
share in
brokenness, fear,
confusion, and
anguish.
Compassion
means the full
immersion of
being human."

—Henri
Nouwen

VOLUNTEERS MATTER
Volunteer Opportunities
Worship Services need several volunteers each
week. You can now plan your schedule several
months ahead on Sign up Genius at
.
A small, covid compliant snack has been
offered by several members for "patio visits"
after services. Let Dennis Atkins know which
Sunday in the coming months that YOU can
offer the snack.

Flowers for the Altar
The Worship Committee has a separate sign-up
system for altar flowers. Do you want to honor
a special birthday, anniversary, or other special
occasion? Or perhaps you would like to donate
flowers in memory of a loved one? Click on the
red button to select your dates!

CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity
We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to
share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the
Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of
different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical
abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and
multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.

