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A PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE AND RUSSIA
BY BISHOP LATRELLE EASTERLING
Even on the mountain of the Lord, we are invited to be our authentic selves.
For there is a season for everything under the heavens.
There is a time to weep
God always hears the cries of God’s children
God heard the cries in
In Egypt
In the wilderness
At the cross
In Ghana
In Aleppo
In killing fields across the globe
And in Kyiv, all of Ukraine and Russia on this day.
Our Savior wept
and our Savior weeps with us now.
We weep today for the souls suffering
fleeing bombs and bloodshed
seeking shelter and safety
clustering together desperately seeking refuge from cluster munitions
We weep today for civilians taking arms
seeking to protect their homes and homeland
defending their right to live in freedom and self-determination
sacrificing themselves for the sake of a war they did not create
which was begun on the altar of ego and vain glory.
CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Open Hearts —Open Minds — Open Doors
Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410-381-6329 email: admin@cumcobic.org website: cumcobic.org
The Reverend Doctor Kathleen Lossau, Pastor

Prayer, continued
We weep for tanks terrorizing the innocent
borders invaded
schools demolished
sacred spaces smoldering in the carnage
Sometimes tears are our only language.
They speak when we have no words.
They cleanse and heal.
They water the dry ground of
our wounded, parched souls.
They release the torrent of emotion that swells within us as
we watch in horror and cannot make it stop
We weep as our savior wept,
not out of weakness but out of love.
We weep at the loss of innocence
We weep at the loss of peace
We weep at the loss of life
We weep at the loss
We weep
Our brothers and sisters in Ukraine and Russia do not cry alone;
the world stands with you
opening homes and hearts,
tables and tabernacles,
minds and mouths in solidarity.
And as we weep, may we examine ourselves,
for the greatest atrocities known to humankind
were first malformed and malignant desires
conceived within the human heart.
As our tears fall and our hearts break, may we live lives that transform
swords into plowshares,
spears into pruning hooks.
May we study war no more
and walk in your light.
Holy One of Israel
Receive our tears, and the groans
too deep for words as our prayer today.
Receive our weeping and send swiftly the peace and joy that comes with the morning.
Amen.

CLERGY CORNER
by Pastor Kathy
My siblings in Christ, in this season of Lent I send you
greetings and wishes for grace and peace in the name of
our Savior.

John Wesley used to ask people when he hadn't seen them in while, "How is it with your soul?" I echo his
question to you now: How is it with your soul?

Things have been challenging in our world to say the least, and just when we think we are turning a
corner, something else appears. Yet, something inside of me, and I pray inside of you also, refuses to
succumb to the evil, grief, anger and fear too often associated with our times, and my heart cries out
with the words of the familiar hymn: It is well with my soul!!

In the midst of stress and difficulties that are real in our world, there are, if we look, signs of grace and
hope and new life rising up in the midst of the storms.

A young girl in Ukraine in a bunker singing "Let It Go" melted me to tears of hope. I woke up one day
and we had been granted a reprieve from our $4+ gas prices for a while with the holiday from fuel tax.
Reading about the latest Covid variant had raised my anxiety, but now it appears it may not bring
another surge, and that fully vaxed and boosted folks, as well as folks who have had the virus, seem to
be holding on to their health.

Every single day, there are reasons right before my very eyes that remind me all is not lost; hope arises
from the place of God's grace. This is how we find our way through the hard times--by the grace and
love of God, by the constant presence of Christ at our side, and by the precious gift of the Holy Spirit
constantly reminding me/us of the first two. On nights when I think I cannot bear one more photo from
Ukraine, a brave journalist I will never know, has sent back a picture or video of living, breathing God
given hope. It renews me and makes me redouble my prayers and write another check to the
conference for the Ukraine Special Advance. I am moved to tears and to prayer and to action. That is, I
believe, a living hope, a faith in action, and seeing the grace of God through the eyes of Christ.

It is an extraordinary time we find ourselves living in. In some ways it is like the well know phrase from A
Tale of Two Cities "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of
light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair."

We also find God expressing this truth (perhaps where Dickens first learned it) in Ecclesiastes 3:
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a
time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and
a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together, a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and
a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a
time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.”

CLERGY CORNER
by Pastor Kathy
continued

The scriptures remind us that things will change, that life is a never ending journey twisting and turning
in many directions. Yet, there is one lamp for our feet and one light for our path: the word (scripture) of
God...and the Word (Christ) of God.

If you are not already doing so, I encourage you to spend these final weeks of Lent drawing closer to
Christ through prayer and scripture, worship, fasting and the other means of grace. It is through
deepening our relationship to our Savior that we find the pathway through the darkness and into the
light. Also remember, you are not alone. We travel this journey together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Through our faith community we are able to lift and be lifted by one another on the journey and in
these confusing and sometimes frightening times. And then, in the midst of the storm, in one voice, we
can sing together "It Is Well With My Soul."

May the Lord bless you in all things and in every way, every day.

Pastor Kathy

WORSHIP AND PRAISE
April Lectionary
APRIL 03 | 5th Sunday in Lent (Purple)
Isa 43:16-21; Ps 126 (UMH 847); Phil 3:4b-14; Jn 12:1-8
APRIL 10 | Passion/Palm Sunday (Purple)
Palms Lit: Lk 19:28-40; Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839) / Passion Lit: Isa 50:4-9a; Ps 31:9-16 (UMH 764);
Phil 2:5-11; Lk 22:14-23:56 or Lk 23:1-49
APRIL 11 | Monday of Holy Week (Purple or Red)
Isa 42:1-9; Ps 36:5-11 (UMH 771); Heb 9:11-15; Jn 12:1-11
APRIL 12 | Tuesday of Holy Week (Purple or Red)
Isa 49:1-7 (UMH 794); Ps 71:1-14; 1 Cor 1:18-31; Jn 12:20-36
APRIL 14 | Maundy Thursday (Purple or Red)
Ex 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14; Ps 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837); 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35
APRIL 15 | Good Friday (Black or None)
Isa 52:13-53:12; Ps 22 (UMH 752); Heb 10:16-25; Jn 18:1-19:42
APRIL 16 | Holy Saturday/Easter Eve (White or Gold)
Gen 1:1-2:4a; Isa 55:1-11; Rom 6:3-11; Ps 136:1-9, 23-26, or Ps 33 (UMH 767); Isa 12:2-6; Ps 114 (UMH 835);
Gen 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18, 9:8-13; Ezek 36:24-28; Lk 24:1-12; Ps 46 (UMH 780); Ps 42 (UMH 777); Gen 22:118; Ezek 37:1-14;
Ps 16 (UMH 748); Ps 143 (UMH 856); Ex 14:10-31; 15:20-21;
Ex 15:1b-13, 17-18 (UMH 135)
APRIL 17 | Easter Sunday (White or Gold)
Acts 10:34-43; Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839); 1 Cor 15:19-26; Jn 20:1-18 or Lk 24:1-12
APRIL 24 | 2nd Sunday of Easter (White or Gold)
Acts 5:27-32; Ps 150 (UMH 862); Rev 1:4-8; Jn 20:19-31

"But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control."
— Galatians 5: 22-23

WORSHIP AND PRAISE
Easter Season
4/10
4/14

9:30 am Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday

4/15

7:00 pm Good Friday service

4/17

9:30 am Easter
7:00-8:45 am Easter Breakfast

WORSHIP SERVICE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please use Sign Up Genius
to indicate a date when you
can serve as Liturgist or
Reader. This process will be
used for Zoom and in-person
services. Thanks for
considering!

Christ the Lord is Risen Today by
the Brookwood Praise Choir

Click on the photo to hear this hymn.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Congratulations to

Chloe Swanson

Prayers of comfort for

Siah and all

and Ian Watson as they celebrate

the family as they deal with the

their first wedding anniversary on

death of her grandson,

April 2.

Johnson.

Prayers for

Joanne Piersall for

Christian

Mary Ellebracht remains at home

improved health as she is now at

in hospice care. Prayers are

home.

needed.

Congratulations to

Greg & Natalie

Swirdovich on the arrival of their
new grandson Liam Grant Stevens.
.

"We are stewards, not masters of our earth.
Each of us has a personal responsibility to care
for the precious gift of God's creation."
— Pope Francis

Happy
Birthday!
Jeanette Rosenberger
Layla Burtnick
Ben Mueller
Joanne Piersall
Kristin Lederman
Jamie Griffin
O’Nell Karr
Rev. Douglas Fox
Catherine Messenger
Daniel Klinkenberg
Scott Zoller-Gritz

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters
LUNCH BUNCH MADE DONATION TO UMCOR

UMCOR Responding to Urgent Needs
Immediate Assistance Directed to Care for Refugees
Thanks to your contributions, UMCOR is sending ongoing financial assistance to The United
Methodist Church in Ukraine and to UMC conferences in neighboring Poland, Hungary,
Romania and Slovakia to provide food, water and shelter to displaced persons in Ukraine
and those who have fled the violence.

Click on the photo above to listen to Roland Fernandes. Click on the red button to learn

HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK

marabout UMCOR's response.

CARE ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT

“I only feel angry when I see waste. When I see people
throwing away things we could use.”
—Mother Teresa

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters
RETURN OF THE SECOND SUNDAY STOCK-UP!
We will return to our tradition of collecting nonperishable food for the Howard County Food Bank. Our
first collection date will be April 10.

For April, please

donate canned soup and dry soup mixes.

FOURTH SUNDAY:
CLOTHING & SHOES FOR THE DAY RESOURCE
CENTER
We will resume collecting clothing and shoes for the
Day Resource Center, a walk-in program for Howard
County’s homeless neighbors who need clothing,
showers, use of a computer or phone etc. sponsored
by Grassroots. The homeless men & women would
appreciate jeans, sweatpants, shirts, jackets, shorts,
sneakers, new socks, and new underwear. Our first
collection date will be April 24.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
For both of these projects, we need volunteers to transport
eople
HOWARD COUNTYPFOOD
BANK

the items. There will be a sign-up list at church.

will be available to help you load the items to your car
with boxes or bags (so the plastic collection crate is left
at OBIC.)

When you get to the Day Resource Center on

Monday or Wednesday between 2:00 and 6:00pm, people
can help unload.

At the Food Bank there is a rolling

collection bin outside from 9:00 to 3:00 weekdays or staff
will help unload your car.

If everyone who drives would

offer this service once every 6 months, all deliveries will be
handled!
Jeanette Rosenberger

“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on
the world around you. What you do makes a difference, and you
have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.”
—Jane Goodall

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL

for ages 11-18 is is being held

in person at OBIC during the worship service.

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES
A Study on SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES
Pastor Kathy will be continuing our study on the Spiritual Disciplines on Tuesdays on Zoom. The Zoom link
will be provided in the Wednesday mid-week update emails or you can email Pastor Kathy directly to
receive the link. Feel free to share it with anyone who may be interested. The study is from 7-8:30 pm on
Tuesday evenings.

What are the Spiritual Disciplines? They are practices which allow us to deepen our relationship with
Christ (actually the entire Trinity). These activities are also known as a “Means of Grace” which means
when we engage in the said activities they can help us open up our hearts to new and deeper
experiences and expressions of the grace of the Holy One who loves us beyond measure or reason. The
Spiritual Disciplines are biblically based and directed.

Hope you will have an opportunity to join us! Don’t hesitate to attend even if you must miss some of the
sessions. Each week a different spiritual discipline will be addressed. Message Pastor Kathy with any
questions.

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

LUNCH BUNCH
LUNCH BUNCH

will be held Thurs. April 14 at Lillian

Lehnert’s at noon. Enjoy a shared luncheon and see
Lillian’s great Easter decorations.

Contact her if you

plan to attend by April 11.

FIRST FRIDAY
FIRST FRIDAY POTLUCK

for all CUMC folks will be at Lillian Lehnert’s

Dr., Fulton 20759 on Apr. 1 (no joke!) at 6:30PM.

12300 Pleasant View

Please contact Lillian.

FELLOWSHIP OF THE HEART

Prayer for Protection
The Light of God surrounds me.
The Love of God enfolds me.
The Power of God protects me.
The Presence of God watches over me.
The MInd of God guides me.
The Life of God flows through me.
The Laws of God direct me.
The Power of God abides within me.
The Joy of God uplifted me.
The Strength of God renews me.
The Beauty of God inspires me.
Wherever I am, God is!
This prayer was written by James Freeman for
all soldiers during World War II.
It is offered now for the people of Ukraine.

JUSTICEFOR
FORALL
ALL
JUSTICE
Matters

Reliable vs ReLIEable
This month, the Justice For All committee would like to highlight the importance of critically analyzing the
seemingly never-ending stream of news and information that flows through life each day.

The amount of information the world shares on a daily basis is immense, and ever increasing. The Internet
is littered with biased, misleading, and altogether incorrect information. Knowing how to identify real
information and use it accurately is important for everyone, especially as it relates to matters of social
justice.

What is reliable information? According to UGA Libraries, a reliable source will provide a “thorough, wellreasoned theory, argument, etc. based on strong evidence.” Scholarly, peer-reviewed articles and books;
trade or professional articles and books; and magazine, book, and newspaper articles from wellestablished companies are widely credible sources. Websites and blog posts can be reliable but require
further evaluation.

Who decides a source is reliable? Peer review committees comprised of scholarly experts in the subject
matter review scholarly books and journal articles. Editors who are experienced practitioners or journalists
review trade or professional articles, books, and newspapers. And we, the consumer, should review
everything we find online or in print.

All information sources are not created equal. Sources can, and do, vary greatly in terms of how carefully
they are researched, written, edited, and reviewed for accuracy. To determine the reliability of a source,
ask yourself these questions: who is the author and are they credible; is the content substantial and
supported by evidence; how current is the information?

You can’t fact check everything you read or hear, but if a statement sounds too good, bad, or strange to
be true – start digging. A simple first step is to see if a nonpartisan fact checking organization has
already examined the statement. Links to such fact checking websites inside the U.S. are listed on the
next page. The UGA Libraries website also lists nonpartisan fact-checking websites outside the U.S.

An incredible amount of information exists, and it is our responsibility as consumers to determine the
accuracy of the information we are exposed to. Developing our skills in identifying reliable sources,
helps us become more effective communicators, more trustworthy leaders, and more critical thinkers.

Katie Alsbrooks for Justice For All

JUSTICEFOR
FORALL
ALL
JUSTICE
Matters

Fact Checking Websites
FactCheck.org - (Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania). An umbrella of
fact checking website. https://www.factcheck.org

Factchecker – Run by journalist Greg Kessler of the Washington Post, this site assesses claims made
by politicians or political advocacy groups. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/

Politifact – From the Tampa Bay Times. Researches and rates the accuracy of claims made by
national, state, and local elected officials, candidates, leaders of political parties, and political
activists. https://www.politifact.com

Punditfact – From the Tampa Bay Times. Researches and rates the accuracy of claims by “. . . pundits,
columnists, bloggers, political analysts, the hosts and guests of talk shows, and other members of the
media.” https://www.politifact.com/punditfact/

Snopes – Researches urban legends, Internet rumors, e-mail forwards, and other stories of
questionable or unknown origin. https://www.snopes.com

WNYC’s Breaking News Consumer’s Handbook – Instead of fact-checking specific stories, offers a
growing collection of handbooks focused on identifying common misrepresentations in stories on
broad topics such as protests, Islamophobia, drug abuse, and more.
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/otm/projects/breaking-news-consumers-handbook

Websites outside the U.S. – Cover issues in their own countries but may also examine U.S. issues of
importance to their country. https://guides.libs.uga.edu/c.php?g=571070&p=4344660

Katie Alsbrooks for Justice For All
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Notes on The Color of Law
Would you be surprised to learn that racial segregation
in housing in the United States was not mostly a
remnant of the legacies of slavery largely confined to
the South, but instead “a nationwide project of the
federal government in the twentieth century, designed
and implemented by its most liberal leaders”? If, like
me, you had only vague notions of how housing
segregation came about (and how it contributed to
generational wealth, or lack thereof), you will be
enlightened by the book The Color of Law: A Forgotten
History of How Our Government Segregated America,
by Richard Rothstein.

Click on the photo to hear the interview.

The summary on the book’s cover says it best: “Richard Rothstein has painstakingly documented how our
cities—from San Francisco to Boston—became so divided. Rothstein describes how federal, state, and
local governments systematically imposed residential segregation with undisguised racial zoning, public
housing that purposefully severed previously mixed communities, subsidies for builders to create whitesonly suburbs, tax exemptions for prejudiced institutions, and support for violent resistance to African
Americans in white neighborhoods. Rothstein demonstrates how police and prosecutors brutally upheld
these standards, and how such policies still influence tragedies in places like Ferguson and Baltimore.
With painstaking research, The Color of Law forces us to face the obligation to remedy our
unconstitutional past.”

Even that concise summary does not begin to do justice to the wealth of insight and detailed information
in this book, but perhaps it might inspire you to read the book, or at least to view the hour-plus interview
of Rothstein at https://www.c-span.org/video/?428341-1/the-color-law. Rothstein will ensure that you
have a better understanding of how--far beyond the red-lining with which we are all familiar-segregation was imposed across our country by government at all levels and by other organizations, and
how those racist policies have accounted for much of the opportunity gap and wealth gap between
Black and White Americans today.

One cannot read the book or listen to the interview without being compelled to struggle with this
question: As people of conscience in America, what can we do to remedy the injustices that our
governments have committed, not just long ago but even during our lifetimes?

Scrib Messenger for Justice For All

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
General Conference Postponed to 2024
Posted on March 04, 2022
By Maidstone Mulenga
The Commission on the General Conference today announced the further postponement of the postponed
2020 General Conference of The United Methodist Church. The next General Conference will be in 2024.
In response to the decision, Council of Bishops President Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey said:

I give thanks for the Commission on the General Conference, a committed and faithful group of laity and
clergy. The Commission continues to serve tirelessly, and their work is deeply appreciated and valued. The
decision regarding the postponement of General Conference rests with the Commission alone and does not
come without significant study and care. The bishops do not serve as voting members of the Commission.

Now is the time to continue focusing on transforming our communities and expanding our witness, and we
must persist in ministering to one another in the spirit of grace and reconciliation amid division. This focus
happens every day in United Methodist churches all across the world, and it happens regardless, or even
despite, a meeting of the General Conference. (Continue by pressing this link.)

Global Methodist Church sets May 1 Launch Date
Posted by BWC on March 4, 2022
In response to the announcement about the General Conference being postponed until 2024, Global
Methodist Church leaders announced they will launch their new denomination on May 1. Below is their
press release.

With humility, hope and joy, a 17 member body of theologically conservative Methodist clergy and laity,
known as the Transitional Leadership Council, is pleased to announce the Global Methodist Church will
officially launch on May 1, 2022.

Supported by fervent prayers, faithful discernment, and a sure hope for the future, the Global Methodist
Church is a Holy Spirit inspired movement committed to making disciples of Jesus Christ who worship
passionately, love extravagantly, and witness boldly to the ends of the earth.

Thousands of Methodist clergy and laity from around the world have worked together for over three
years to lay the groundwork for a new, theologically conservative Methodist denomination steeped in the
great ecumenical and evangelical confessions of the Christian faith. They envision a church fired by a
warm hearted, Wesleyan expression of that faith that is dedicated to sharing the Good News of Jesus
Christ in word and deed. (Continue by pressing this link.)

UNDERSTANDING OTHERS
Rick Steves Hunger and Hope: Lessons from
Ethiopia and Guatemala
Visit two developing countries to learn how people are climbing out of poverty and how ending hunger
with in our lifetime is within our grasp.

Click on the picture above to view the video..

“The earth, the air, the land, and the water are not an
inheritance from our forefathers but on loan from our
children. So we have to handover to them at least as it was
handed over to us.”
— Mahatma Gandhi

VOLUNTEERS MATTER
Thanks Volunteers!!!

If you have served in a worship service, sang in the choir, worked with children

and their programs, served on a committee or board, donated to many causes, purchased prepaid
cards, put flowers on the altar, hosted a pot luck meal, set-up or cleaned up our sanctuary, planted or
cleaned up the OBIC grounds, and so much more …you are a CUMC VOLUNTEER and April is National
Volunteer month. So for all you do for CUMC and in our community THANKS!!!

Volunteer Opportunities
Worship Services
Worship Committee is actively seeking volunteer acolytes, ushers, readers, liturgists, offering counters,
altar set up and flower donors for Sunday services. Lay involvement has been a long CUMC tradition, so
please consider trying some new ways to be involved. Instructions will be given as needed. Contact
Dennis Atkins if you have any questions. Place your name today on this simple electronic calendar:

Flowers for the Altar
The Worship Committee has a separate sign-up
system for altar flowers. Do you want to honor a
special birthday, anniversary, or other special
occasion? Or perhaps you would like to donate
flowers in memory of a loved one? Click on the red
button to select your dates!

BUSINESS CORNER
Financial Information - February 2022
Year-to-Date

Actual

Budget

Revenue

$8,403.52

Expenses

$16,528.43

$ 15,824.57

Surplus or (Deficit)

$(8,124.91)

$(3,079.24)

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $ (902.77)

$ (342.14)

$12,745.33

CUMC Administrative Board
Ad Board held a planning session on March 17th.

Memory Garden Plaque
In 2008 the OBIC patio and Memory Garden Plaque were
first installed. Since that time, the building and patio have
been enlarged, and this spring the Memory Garden Plaque
is being expanded to hold more name plates.

Please watch for more information on ordering name
plates!

Back to Business!
With in-person services it is easier to

“I urge you to
answer the
highest calling of
your heart and
stand up for
what you truly
believe. In my
life, I have
done all I can
to demonstrate
that the way of
peace, and the
way of love and
nonviolence is the
more excellent
way. Now it is
your turn to let
freedom ring.”

order and purchase your prepaid cards
directly from Delvin Daniels. Think SPRING
and get cards for the household projects,
summer clothes and gasoline for travel
and help CUMC without it costing you an
additional penny!

— John
Lewis

CALENDAR

Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity
We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to
share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the
Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of
different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical
abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and
multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.

