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BLESS EVERYONE—CHANGE YOU
The Justice for All Ministry has considered how we can best encourage individual
members to commit to furthering Christ’s work of justice for all people. This is deeply
personal work and may change over time as we grow in knowledge and inspiration.
After research and discussion, we have prepared Anti-racist and LGBTQ+ Support

Our Church Family

Pledges that an individual member may use as a beginning point in their private
justice journey. These are NOT to be turned in to anyone. Please use them as a

CUMC Cares

beginning point and change or add to them as your spiritual journey directs you.
Please sign yours as a commitment to God and yourself and review it periodically as a

Learning for All

reminder of your personal commitments.
We have included examples of how to place your commitment into action. As with the

Fellowship

pledge, these examples are illustrative, not definitive. Please make them fit your
individual priorities, your motivation and your capabilities. Both the pledges and

Justice for All
Conference
Connections
Understanding
Others

examples are on the Justice for All pages 9 and 10.
Every Sunday it is said that CUMC is a Reconciling Congregation and is working
toward being an Anti-racist Church. These pledges are a tangible support for
keeping CUMC going in those directions by offering suggestions and possible action
items. Each member can respond as they wish on their own timeline.
If you would like to share any feedback about these pledges, e.g., how they have or
have not been meaningful to you, or additions you have made, please send to

Business Corner

Suzanne James, shjames4@gmail.com. The Justice for All Ministry would very much like
to hear from you. If it seems beneficial from the feedback, a zoom discussion session

Calendar

can be scheduled where those who wish can share their experiences and comments.
In summary, “. . .let justice rain down like waters and righteousness like an everflowing stream.” Amos 5:24 ESV
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The Reverend Doctor Kathleen Lossau, Pastor

CLERGY CORNER
by Pastor Kathy

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I want to thank you so very much for all of your support during my COVID illness. I am definitely on the
mend now and it is your prayers that have helped me. Have no fear I will be back 100% before you
know it!! I have missed you all.

I also want to thank you for the generous, generous Christmas gift that you gave me this year. It was
completely unexpected. I can’t thank you enough. It will go to good use.

Please stay safe, and remember even with the vaccine and boosting as I had, it is possible to get
COVID. I pray for everyone’s health and safety and I miss you all very much.

Blessings and peace,
Pastor Kathy

"So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets."
Matthew 7:12

WORSHIP AND PRAISE
Baba Yetu (The Lord’s Prayer) Gospel Choir in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania
Click on the photo to hear this hymn.

February Lectionary
FEBRUARY 06 | 5th Sunday After the Epiphany (Green)
Isa 6:1-8 (9-13); Ps 138 (UMH 853); 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11
FEBRUARY 13 | 6th Sunday After the Epiphany, Scouting Sunday (Green) Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1 (UMH
738); 1 Cor 15:12-20; Lk 6:17-26
FEBRUARY 20 | 7th Sunday after Epiphany (Green)
Gen 45:3-11, 15; Ps 37:1-11, 39-40 (UMH 772); 1 Cor 15:35-38, 42-50; Lk 6:27-38
FEBRUARY 27 | Transfiguration Sunday (White)
Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99 (UMH 819); 2 Cor 3:12-4:2; Lk 9:28-36 (37-43)

WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Please use Sign Up Genius
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-feb2022march
to indicate a date when you can serve as Liturgist or Reader. This process will be used for Zoom and
in-person services. Thanks for considering!

Worship services continue on Zoom due to
Covid situation.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Prayers for healing for

Fran Irvin,

Katherine Mueller and Bill Young.

Prayers of comfort for

Edwards and all the family as they
deal with the loss of

Kevin Swason's family needs many
Kevin's brother Kim had

a difficult Covid experience and is
still recovering and his sister

Susan

recently had serious surgery.

Sonija

Edwards.

prayers as they deal with the loss of
his mother.

Clinton

Congratulations to

Mary

Ellebracht as she celebrates her
97th birthday on February 7th.
also became a

Mary

great, great

grandmother in January with the
Prayers for

Pastor Kathy as she

arrival of

Jackson.

recovers from Covid.
Prayers for

Joanne Piersall as she

deals with health problems.

“There can be no greater gift than that of
giving one's time and energy to help others
without expecting anything in return.”
— Nelson Mandela

Happy
Birthday!
Tom Alsbrooks
Mary Ellebracht
Sherry Elswick
Anthony Johnson
Dylan Griffin
McKenna Griffin
Raymond Burtnick
Lucie Pelgrim

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
STAY CONNECTED!

The CUMC Directory gets updated

annually so that we have a resource for addresses, emails
etc. Many members find this a valuable resource and it is
amazing how many changes occur during one year. Since
there is no convenient way to include updated photos this
year, they will be omitted. PLEASE review your listing (link to
Directory is in the Wednesday Update emails) then email and
send any corrections to Joanne Piersall at
(jrpiersall@outlook.com) by Feb. 10.
If the young people in your family are living elsewhere, it
would be helpful to have their address so they can be
listed separately with relevant phone number.
If you have teens in the household who wants to receive
church reminders, info etc. list their cell number.
Indicate if the phone number you provide is H) or C).
However, it is only necessary to put the phone number
that you prefer for calls although both are welcome if
utilized.

DEADLINE FEB. 10

"Do not
think that love,
in order to be
genuine, has
to be
extraordinary.
What we
need is to love
without
getting tired."
—Mother
Teresa

Congratulations to Mimi Ayers whose film script was
recently

published

Anthology.

in

the

Artemis

Arts

Wisdom

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters
HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK
Share Your Bounty with the Howard
County Food Bank O n S a t u r d a y ,
February 26 from 10:30 to 11:30 am.
Lillian Lehnert & Jeanette Rosenberger
will be in the upper parking lot of
OBIC to collect your donations of
macaroni & cheese, rice and pasta for
the Howard County Food Bank.

We’re

trying to help you donate easily on the
weekend, then we will take the
donations there on Monday.

You can also drop off food donations
during their weekday hours (M-F 9 to
4, Wednesdays until 7PM.)

The Food

Bank is at 9385 Gerwig Lane, Columbia
21046.There is an outside rolling bin in
the parking lot, so you can donate
contact-free.

HOWARD
COUNTY
FOOD TOUR
BANK
REDLINNING
EXHIBIT
WHAT:

Join a private guided tour of the “UNDESIGN THE RED LINE”

exhibit with your Justice for All Ministry friends

WHY:

To learn how our nation’s cities and suburbs became so racially

segregated

AND:

To see where Columbia is beginning to show some pockets of

segregation!

WHEN: Saturday, February 26th from 12 to 2 pm
WHERE:
INFO:

Central Branch of our Howard County Library, upper level

This free tour will take about 1 hour followed by time for

discussion with the knowledgeable tour leader in the library’s spacious
Equity Resource Center. Masks and social distancing are required.
See the Redlining article in last month’s newsletter to learn more about
this updated exhibit in advance.

WHAT TO DO:

Tour size in limited, so please reserve your place by

calling Dea. We hope you will join us!!

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL

for ages 11-18 is held

immediately after the Sunday service. Use this
link https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77217484282?
pwd=ZezJY4_kIVFkIqkbwRCHdmSkTasIUe.1

REMEMBER WHEN ?

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

LUNCH BUNCH
LUNCH BUNCH

will meet on Thursday, February 10th via Zoom. All CUMC women are invited to

gather at 12pm. on the church Zoom link to visit with friends.

Save the date!

FELLOWSHIP OF THE HEART
DESMOND TUTU 1931 - 2021
Disturb us, O Lord
when we are too well-pleased with ourselves
when our dreams have come true because we dreamed
too little,
because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, O Lord
when with the abundance of things we possess,
we have lost our thirst for the water of life
when, having fallen in love with time,
we have ceased to dream of eternity
and in our efforts to build a new earth,
we have allowed our vision of Heaven to grow dim.
Stir us, O Lord
to dare more boldly, to venture into wider seas
where storms show Thy mastery,
where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.
In the name of Him who pushed back the horizons of our
hopes
and invited the brave to follow.
Amen —Desmond Tutu

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

CUMC Anti-Racist Pledge
Affirmations:
1. I affirm that racism is real and experienced by many people every day.
2. I affirm that actions, practices, policies, or structures are racist if they have the result of
advantaging people of a certain race or ethnicity, or of oppressing people of a certain race or
ethnicity.
3. I affirm that actions, practices, policies and structures are racist if they have racist results, no
matter whether the intentions behind them were friendly or hurtful.
4. I affirm that I have contributed, whether actively or through my failure to act, to the continuance
of racist actions, practices, policies, and structures in the United States.

Commitments:
1. I commit myself to examining my own attitudes and actions, and to seek with humility to correct
those that are racist.
2. I commit myself to examining policies, practices, and structures for racism, and to using my own
power to improve them however I can.
3. I commit myself to listening to those who have different heritages, cultures, and experiences from
my own with an open heart and open mind, and learning from them what actions, practices,
policies, or structures they experience as racist.
4. I commit myself to cultivating human potential by increasing racial equity; creating diversityoriented educational, employment, and business opportunities; and investing equitably in our
communities.
5. I commit myself to learning the history of Maryland and the United States through a multicultural
lens; celebrating the triumphs, grieving the tragedies, and learning from the mistakes of the past;
and remembering that our past is also our present, no further away than a memory.

With this pledge, I commit myself to honor and embrace diversity, and to stand against racism
wherever it appears.

I, _____________________________ commit to study, prayer and action to become an anti-racist
individual in an anti-racist church. Date: _____________________________

"It is not our differences that divide us. It is our inability
to recognize, accept, and celebrate those differences."
— Audre Lorde

JUSTICEFOR
FORALL
ALL
JUSTICE
Matters

Examples of Ways to Practice Anti-Racist Pledge
Commitments: from the Pledge
1. Examine my own attitudes and actions
Participate in book studies and discussion groups on white privilege.
Prayerfully examine my own life, attitudes, and actions.
Join community organizations working for racial justice.

2. Examine policies, practices and structures
Educate myself about how things really work in my community, my state, and my country; asking
always “who benefits?” and “who suffers?”
Petition my elected officials at all levels to actively work to correct racist policies, practices, and
structures.

3. Listen
Join a book discussion group though church.
Start a conversation with friends, co-workers, neighbors, and other church members.

4. Cultivate human potential
Support minority businesses.
Volunteer at a school.

5. Learn the history
Read some "alternative" histories of Maryland and/or the United States.
Follow, research, or write "Did you Knows?”
Research ways racism and white supremacy continue to impact every aspect of our life together.

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

CUMC Pledge of Support for the LGBTQ+ Community
Affirmations:
1. I pledge to stand against the dehumanization of the LGBTQ+ community by strongly denying and
speaking out against:
Homophobia - discrimination, prejudice, dislike and/or hostility against homosexual people;
Queerphobia - discrimination, prejudice, dislike and/or hostility against people who are not
heterosexual and cisgendered;
Transphobia - discrimination, prejudice, dislike and/or hostility against transgender people.
2. I pledge to become an ally to the LGBTQ+ community by understanding, uplifting, and supporting the
members of the LGBTQ+ community.

Commitments:
1. As an ally to the LGBTQ+ community, I commit myself to examine my own attitudes and actions and to
seek, with humility, to correct those that are not grounded in love and support.
2. As an ally, I pledge to stand for love by actively and continuously supporting those who have been
ignored, misunderstood, mistreated, and othered by society.
3. I will use my words to further the support and equality of the LGBTQ+ community through conversation,
inclusive language and honoring and normalizing others’ choice of pronouns.

With this pledge, I commit myself to be an ally to the LGBTQ+ community.
I, _________________________pledge to support members of the LGBTQ+ community through study,
prayer, and through my actions.

Date_____________

Examples of Ways to Practice Your Pledge
Commitments that would show my support in actionable ways:
Being mindful of my words, I will work to edit my language to be welcoming, not limiting, to all people.
In conversation, I will choose to actively speak up for equality and inclusivity to my employees, friends,
family and strangers.
I will be more thoughtful to use inclusive language and terms in my everyday conversations.
I will honor and normalize the use of people’s pronouns (She/Her, He/Him, They/Them/, Ze/Hir, Ey/Em,
Other.) I will do this by asking, not assuming.
Using my resources, I will volunteer my time with organizations that uplift, empower and better the lives of
the members of the LGBTQ+ community.
I will donate money to causes and organizations that are supporting, uplifting and empowering to
othered communities.
I will actively learn about political candidates who are championing social justice and equality in their
policies from the local to the federal level.
I will use my voting power to show support to the candidates who are working to better the lives of
those who have been ignored, misunderstood, mistreated and othered by society.

I will attend webinars, workshops, talks and trainings on diversity and inclusion. I am committed to always
learning and growing as an ally.

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

Black History: What’s In a Name?
Did You Know…The Origin of Howard County Names?
Names mean something. In Columbia, we take pride in the name of our founder, James Rouse. We are
coming to a reckoning across this country; however, where we are realizing that many names of our
buildings, sports teams, roads, bridges and schools celebrate the painful legacy of slavery and human
misery. In the not so distant past, Howard County was home to about 50 plantations which farmed
tobacco and wheat using enslaved labor. Some plantations are physically still standing, but the legacy of
all of these plantations remains.
The list of plantation owners reads like a local map: Talbot, Worthington, Hopkins, Cook, Clark, Linthicum,
Gaither, Marriott, Hammond, Snowden, Ridgely, Gambrill, Owings, and Sykes. Even one George Ellicott,
descendant of Quakers to whom slavery was an abomination, owned two teenage girls. More than two
dozen members of the Dorsey family owned hundreds of slaves. Similarly, two dozen of the Warfield family
also owned hundreds of humans.
The longest list of slaves totals 172. Some were as old as 84, some just born, all belonged to the biggest
landowner in Howard County, Charles Carroll, the grandson of the famous Charles Carroll, signer of the
Declaration of Independence. Doughoregan Manor, located off route 144, ancestral home of Charles
Carroll and his descendants, is still owned by the Carroll family.

Moving forward what do we do? Howard County prides itself on being a welcoming place to live and
raise a family. Do we want to continue to celebrate the names of slave owners and plantations? We
can’t possibly rename all of Howard County. Can we? These names now have new positive
associations. Is that enough? Should we rename some of them? If so, which ones?

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters
Did You Know…The Origin of Howard County Schools' Names?
The Harriet Tubman Junior-Senior High School opened in 1949 as Howard County’s only all-Black high school.
It remained open until Howard County reached full integration in 1965, eleven years after the landmark
Brown v. Board of Education decision. Rather than integrating the Harriet Tubman School, the county closed
it and built Atholton High School right next door, named after the Athol Slave Plantation. So what’s in a
name?
By the way, Howard County did not allow the name of “Harriet Tubman,” to be placed on the Harriet Tubman
Junior-Senior High School building until after it closed down. So what’s in a name?
In addition to Atholton High School, most other Howard County high school names link back to slavery.
Oakland Mills is named for a former plantation whose owners joined the Confederate Army as a group of 60
men called the “Howard County Dragoons.” They practiced at Oakland Manor prior to becoming a
confederate army unit furnished by Governor Thomas Holliday Hicks. Others include:
Mount Hebron Plantation House (housed 49 slaves), River Hill Farm, Glenelg Manor, Howard Lodge
Plantation, and Hammond Manor Plantation House.

Oakland Manor

Harriet Tubman Cultural Center

So moving forward, what is Howard County to do?

The Harriet Tubman School has been transferred to the county for preservation as an historic,
educational, and cultural center. Now under renovation, it is expected to reopen soon as the “Harriet
Tubman Cultural Center,” with its history preserved and with large and small spaces for performances,
exhibits, activities, and exercise programs.
But what should we do about the names? Perhaps we can’t rename the entire Howard County map, but
I would like to suggest that it would send a strong positive signal of our current values to our youth, if
we were to rename the schools that they attend.
What do you think? Please contact me and let me know. Phyllis Kelley

For references and more information:
“Seeking Freedom: A History of the Underground Railroad in Howard County, Maryland”; Paulina C.
Moss and Wylene S.Burch 2002

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
Lenten Resources from the Baltimore Washington Conference

Click on the gray area above to link to this study.

UNDERSTANDING OTHERS
As we approach the beginning of our third year of this pandemic, many of us are missing worship,
seeing family and friends on a regular basis, socializing in a carefree manner, and traveling both near
and far. Since the format of Ministry Matters was created to help reach out during a period of
relative isolation, we are endeavoring to strengthen our connections by a new feature "Understanding
Others."

"Understanding Others" will feature videos that will help us understand others by viewing their
countries and exploring their cultures and history. The first in this series will explore our own Protestant
history (Martin Luther and the Reformation) and will be followed by visits to the Holy Land and many
other places. No masks required!

Click on the picture above for more information..

Click on the photo to view Rick Steves' Martin Luther and the Reformation.

As I get older, the more I stay focused on the acceptance
of myself and others, and choose compassion over judgment
and curiosity over fear.

BUSINESS CORNER
Financial Information - December 2021
Year-to-Date

Actual

Revenue

$83,831.22

$87,164.00

Expenses

$89,963.71

$92,296.87

Surplus or (Deficit)

$(6,132.49)

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week

$ (117.93)

Budget

$ (98.71)

CUMC Administrative Board
Administrative Board Minutes 2022-01-20

Prepaid Cards
Prepaid cards are available through Delvin Daniels. To see an allinclusive list of all the cards that can be ordered go to
www.shopwithscrip.com.

Then tell Delvin what you want to

order. A variety of cards are in stock for instant purchase…just ask
Delvin!

Delvin Daniels

“God's dream
is that you
and I and
all of us will
realize that we
are family,
that we are
made for
togetherness,
for goodness,
and for
compassion.”

– Desmond
Tutu

CALENDAR

Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity
We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to
share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the
Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of
different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical
abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and
multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.

