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IN THIS ISSUE:

WHO ARE WE AND WHERE ARE WE GOING?

Clergy Corner

Thanks to all who recently took the survey, Christ United Methodist Church
Assessment, which was offered by United Methodist Communications who

Worship and Praise
Our Church Family

analyzed and summarized the results for CUMC. The total results by question
can be found by linking here.

Some highlights of the survey indicated the largest percentage of members had

CUMC Cares
Learning for All

been active for 10 years or more and are satisfied to varying degrees with our
church. Many indicated fellowship activities and the music ministry were
highlights. Respondents felt the congregation was welcoming and their

Fellowship

participation was valued.

Justice for All

However, we cannot become complacent because there are folks indicating
they “may or may not continue” at CUMC. While outreach is valued, there is

Conference Connections

indication we need to work on leadership development, supporting families with
children, enhancing youth ministry and pursuing more diversity. A majority want

Business Corner
Volunteers Matter

the church to grow larger in numbers and are willing to accept changes to see
that happen.

While these are generalized summary statements, indications are there is work

Calendar

for ALL to make CUMC more vital, sustaining and impactful for its members and
the community. Stay tuned! There is work to do!
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CLERGY CORNER
by Pastor Kathy
My brothers and sisters in Christ, it is with great joy that I sit to pen this message. I
have been your pastor now for going on one month. It has been a busy and
glorious month! We have gotten to worship together in person which has been a
celebration for us all. It is good to be together in the house of the Lord!
Last month I wrote to you about myself. Today I would like to write about what I
have learned about the CUMC faith community in the time I have been here. We
don’t always see ourselves as others do, so I hope you will indulge me in this
moment to share with you what I see.
CUMC is a community of faith and hope, willing to reach out to a new pastor in
trust while setting aside all that has gone before. You have a deep and abiding
love for one another that is expressed through compassion and empathy and
mutually shared joys and sorrows. When one weeps, you all weep and when one
rejoices, you all rejoice. You are a welcoming people, to anyone who comes in
the door—even rolling, tattooed, blue haired pastors. You welcome not only new
friends but old familiar friends with genuine happiness and care. You are a
committed people who faithfully seek to serve our Lord in every way, whether in
worship or church meetings, or stop-by visits or helping out before worship
begins. You watch out for one another, pray for one another, and support one
another. I see a people looking forward in one direction, seeking to make
disciples and grow the missions and ministries of the church in order to reach and
serve as many people as possible.

I also see a people with feet firmly grounded,

not flitting here and there, but assessing your own context and looking with clear
eyes to ways the church can move forward successfully. I see a generous people,
generous with time and prayers and laughter and gifts and compassion and love.
What I have seen in these last three weeks is the Body of Christ. I hope that when
you look at our faith community, you see it through my eyes, see it through the
eyes of Christ, and see it through the eyes of love.
Blessings and peace,
Pastor Kathy

“And
suddenly
you just
know it's
time to start
something
new and
trust the
magic of new
beginnings.”

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

Why Preach a Series? - A Special Message from Pastor Kathy
Over the many years I have been an ordained clergy person, I have preached in a variety of settings in a variety of
places. When I first began my career, I preached from what is known as The Common Lectionary. This is a 3 year
cycle for preaching which offers 4 scriptures for each Sunday (Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle, and Gospel lessons
generally). This insured that I, as a new pastor, didn’t preach the same familiar scriptures that I was comfortable
with from seminary. It gave me the discipline to preach both testaments and the vast array of scripture and literary
types therein. A pastor using the lectionary could preach for 12 years without ever preaching the same scripture
twice. I did this for a number of years. As I grew in my ministry and preaching ability, I realized that there were
times the lectionary did not always provide the framework for the things God was calling me to preach. I began to
branch out. I preached through an Epistle one summer. It allowed me to have self-contained sermons that
nevertheless had wonderful thematic through-lines which added a new dimension to my preaching. Then I found
myself preaching Methodist themes such as: the nature of grace; the spiritual disciplines; the unique doctrines; the
sacraments and so forth. This also added another layer to my preaching. One day I had an epiphany of sorts that
was actually sparked by a confirmation class discussion. The youth were asking whether it was okay to watch
secular movies and listen to secular music and watch secular tv, or whether they should only choose stations and
films produced by Christians for Christians focused on the teachings of Christ. It then occurred to me that these
young people were not seeing the teachings of Christ can be found in the secular as well as the sacred; that there
was music that elevated Christian principles or celebrated the wonders of creation and new life and a host of
other biblical ideas that these young people would miss if they ignored everything secular in favor of only those
things labeled as Christian.

It was then I realized that I should also help them to see the lessons of Christ wherever they might be found. It was
then that I began preaching thematic types of series that encountered the world we live in every day. Thus a series
like “the Gospel According to…” was born.

While some preachers prefer the framework of the lectionary throughout their careers, I have found that preaching
a series or two a year allows me to explore new and exciting ways for people to encounter the Lord outside of the
church building, outside of a Christian radio station or Christian tv program or film. God’s presence is all around us
and it seeps into so many unexpected places.

Why preach a series? Well, it is fun. It is liberating, It allows me to explore different aspects of our faith. It can
reach a non-believer or brand new believer in ways that traditional preaching doesn’t always accomplish. Do I
preach only through a series? Heavens no! However, summer provides usually about 8 weeks during which no
special Sundays fall, no church celebrations fall, and no high holy days fall. It is a chance to be creative and
maybe even keep listeners interested from one week to the next for a long stretch of Sundays. Over the next few
years you will come to know me and see that I like to switch things up and not become too predictable. I don’t ever
preach the same sermon twice, I never have. Finally, I like to provide opportunities for people with different
interests, people at different stages of their faith journeys, people of different ages to, over the course of a year,
find something in my preaching that they find interesting or exciting or enlightening or at the very least, not boring.

I am so glad you have decided to come with me this summer along the road of my first series at CUMC…I hope
something in it will bring you closer to Christ, deeper into your faith, stronger in your discipleship, or even seeing
that the Word of God permeates our culture even when it isn’t intended. We need only look closely to see it and to
celebrate the love of Jesus in many different settings and venues. Indeed God is good! All the time!

WORSHIP AND PRAISE
"We Shall Overcome" - The Morrehouse College Glee Club
Click on the photo to hear this hymn. This hymn was
sung at the March on Washington August 28, 1963.

August Lectionary
August 01, 2021 10th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Sam 11:26-12:13a, Ps 51:1-12 (UMH 785), Eph 4:1-16, Jn 6:24-

August 08, 2021 11th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Sam 18:5-9, 15, 31-33, Ps 130 (UMH 848), Eph 4:25-5:2, Jn 6:35, 41-51

August 15, 2021 12th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14, Ps 111 (UMH 832), Eph 5:15-20, Jn 6:51-

August 22, 2021 13th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43, Ps 84 (UMH 804), Eph 6:10- 20, Jn 6:56-69

August 29, 2021 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Songs 2:8-13, Ps 45:1-2, 6-9 or Ps 72 (UMH 795), Jas 1:17-27, Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Worshipping In-Person July 4, 2021

WORSHIP AND PRAISE
Missing Your Favorite Hymns?
Due to COVID safety protocols, we are not able to sing in church, but here are some hymns that can
enjoy at home. The artist's name is David Wesley and he is an amazing one man a cappela choir.
Check it out...you won't be disappointed! Click on the photos to play the songs.

Evolution of Worship Music - A Cappella
Medley
Top hits from 560 to 2017

One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)
Changing sweatshirts doesn't disguise him.

Nothing But the Blood (Virtual Choir #1)
See how many times you can spot David in the
choir and on musical instruments.

The Solid Rock (My Hope is Built on Nothing
Less) - Virtual Choir #6
This choir consists of 336 people from over 50
countries.

Oceans (Where Feet May Fall)
A favorite from Logos.

And all meet in singing, which braids together the different knowings
into a wide and subtle music, the music of living. - Alison Croggon

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Prayers for the entire

Messenger family

as they deal with Catherine’s recovery.

Prayers for

Ian Watson and Chloe

Swanson as employment calls them to
Salt Lake City in mid- August.

Congratulations to

Good Luck for a successful
semester as

Sophia Burtnick,

Attiya Daniels, Nic Fitzgerald,
Greg Fitzgerald, Jillian Kelley
and

Sara Swanson return to

college classes this month!

Martha and Russ

Poch on their 50th anniversary!

Lunch Bunch at OBIC, July 8th

First Friday at OBIC, July 2nd

Happy
Birthday!
Alice Frazier
Gregory Fitzgerald
O’Dell Karr
Bryce Mueller
Cristin Messenger
Jose Felder
Kimberly Felder
Carolyn Capizola

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters
LOOKING OUT FOR EACH OTHER

LOOKING OUT FOR EACH OTHER
ELIZABETH HOUSE

Thank YOU!!! CUMC helped with Elizabeth House’s
giveaway to their regular clients with “Christmas in
July.” Many people donated diapers, baked beans,
condiments, drink mixes and baby and adult
toiletries. Thanks to all who donated and to Judy
Pittman for delivering. Her car was stuffed with
these necessities!

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Coming This Fall
Sunday school will resume after Labor Day.
The exact date and location will be
announced by the end of the summer.

REMEMBER WHEN

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

FIRST FRIDAY
There will be no First Friday in August. Watch for Meet and Greet Sessions with Pastor Kathy!

LUNCH BUNCH
LUNCH BUNCH CHANGE

Starting in September, the noon time gathering of CUMC women

will meet on the third Thursday of each month.

Mark your calendar for Sept. 16, Oct. 21

and Nov. 18. Location and hostess will be announced.

No Lunch Bunch for August.

FELLOWSHIP OF THE HEART
The New Zealand Anglican Lord's Prayer

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever.
Amen.

- The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters
Have You Met Crispus Attucks? ... an ongoing series from Justice for All ministry
depicting interesting Americans in the struggle against anti-racism.

Crispus Attucks is believed to have been born in 1723 and died March 5, 1770 in Boston, MA. Attucks is the
first American to die in the American Revolution, an American hero and martyr.

Attucks’ life prior to his death is shrouded in mystery. Although nothing is known definitively about his
ancestry, his father is thought to be Prince Yonger, a slave, while his mother is thought to be Nancy
Attucks, a Natick Indian. The Boston Gazette on Oct. 2, 1750, advertised for the recovery of a runaway
slave named “Crispas” usually thought to be the Crispus in question. He was described as 27 years old
and 6 feet 2 inches tall. In the 20-year interval between his escape from slavery and his death at the
hands of British soldiers, Attucks probably spent a good deal of time aboard whaling ships where he
learned the trade of rope making.

All that is definitely known about him concerns the Boston Massacre on March 5, 1770. Toward evening, a
crowd of colonists gathered and began taunting a small group of British soldiers. Tension mounted
rapidly, and when one of the soldiers was struck, the others fired their muskets, killing three of the
Americans and mortally wounding two others. Attucks was the first to fall, thus becoming one of the first
men to lose his life in the cause of American independence. His body was carried to Faneuil Hall, where it
lay in state until March 8, when all five victims were buried in a common grave. Attucks was the only
victim of the Boston Massacre whose name was widely remembered. In 1888 the Crispus Attucks
monument was unveiled on the Boston Common.

The irony of Attucks' life is hard to escape. An escaped slave of mixed heritage, he is rightly lauded as a
hero and martyr to the cause of American independence. He is the only one of the five fatalities from
March 5th whose name is generally known today. Yet the nation resulting from that struggle, would have
viewed him as chattel property with none of the rights guaranteed in its founding documents. As a final
twist, the British soldiers standing trial for his murder were successfully defended by John Adams, member
of the Continental Congress, loud advocate of independence from England, Ambassador to The Court of
King George III, and second President of the United States.

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS
The ExecutiveInsite Report
Prepared for Unitied Methodist Communications, UMCOM
for Christ United Methodist Church
This ExecutiveInsite Report has been prepared for United Methodist Communications, UMCOM. Its purpose is
to "tell the demographic story" of the defined geographic study area which is the area indicated on the map
to the right. ExecutiveInsite integrates narrative analysis with data tables and graphs. Playing on the report
name, it includes 12 "Insites" into Columbia’s story. It includes both demographic and beliefs and practices
data about #1 Population and Household Trends, #2 Racial/Ethnic Trends, #3 Age Trends, #4 School Aged
Children Trends, #5 Household Income Trends, #6 Household and Children Trends, #7 Marital Status Trends,
#8 Adult Education Trends, #9 Employment and Occupations, #10 Mosaic Household types, #11 Generations
and #12 Religious Program or Ministry Preferences.

The complete report is available to you on the CUMC website archives page. We are including a portion
from Insite #12: Religious Program or Ministry Preferences here as a sample. Click on the chart below to see
the full report.

From this chart, we can see that Bible or Scripture study/prayer groups and the quality of sermons are of more
importance to our local community than to the US population as a whole. How does this compare to our own
CUMC survey and what might be implications for our programs at CUMC? This report will help us gain extra
insight as we plan for the future.

BUSINESS CORNER
CUMC Administrative Board
Administrative Board Minutes 2021-07-08

Financial Information - July
Year-to-Date
Revenue
Expenses
Surplus or (Deficit)

Actual

Budget

$39,112.38

$43,582

$41,263.96

$46,148.44

$2,151.58

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week ($82.75)

$2,566.44
($98.71)

SPRC News
Meet and Greet Sessions with Pastor Kathy are being
scheduled, so please watch the Wednesday Announcements for
details.

Pastor/SPRC Covenant states the understanding between the
pastor and SPRC as the baseline for mutual evaluation,
accountability, and exploration. The document covers the main
church goals, pastor's goals, and SPRC's goals, and it is a
Conference requirement that this covenant be shared with the
entire congregation. Please see the next two pages for the
complete covenant.

"How far you
go in life depends
on your being
tender with the
young,
compassionate with
the aged,
sympathetic with the
striving, and
tolerant of the weak
and strong.
Because someday
in your life you
will have been all of
these."
George
Washington
Carver

BUSINESS CORNER
SPRC News

BUSINESS CORNER
Covenant Continued

VOLUNTEERS MATTER
CUMC is entering a challenging new phase for worship services. We have resumed in-person services
with some pandemic restrictions still in place, and will continue modified Zoom services for those who
are not able to come to OBIC. During August communion will be conducted using pre-packaged
elements; there will be no refreshments served after the service; Pastor Kathy will offer the children's
message; and there will be a two person technical team to manage AV aspects of both services.
However, it will still require a minimum of eleven worship volunteers each Sunday including Acolyte,
Altar Set-up, Altar Flowers, Liturgist, 2 Offering Counters, Reader, Ushers and Technical Team
members. We are looking for volunteers to help us support our new worship format. It is an
opportunity to contribute in a new way, try new activities, or continue with your favorites.

We are piloting an online sign up system that will make it easier for you to select and schedule your
volunteer service. Questions about volunteer positions should be directed to Dennis Atkins. Questions
about online sign up should be directed to Lisa Lindberg. Go to this link for an introduction to the
electronic sign-up process.

CALENDAR

Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity
We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to
share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the
Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of
different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical
abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and
multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.

