
Every year UM congregations convene a “Church Conference” to report information to
our governing body, the Baltimore Washington Conference, regarding the progress of
the last year and plans for the future. CUMC will hold ours on Tues. Oct. 4, 7pm
virtually. (You might recall that it was previously called a “Charge Conference.”)  New
leadership for 2023 will be reported, financial matters discussed, membership status
updated etc.  It is a good way to get a condensed picture of the “business aspects” of
our congregation and learn more about what the Conference is planning for all
Methodists in our area.  ALL are invited to participate, registration is necessary. Click on
the link to register.        After registering you will receive the Zoom link. 

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Open Hearts —Open Minds — Open Doors 

Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD  21045

Phone: 410-381-6329  email: admin@cumcobic.org   website: cumcobic.org

The Reverend Doctor Kathleen Lossau, Pastor

OCTOBER  2022   ISSUE 26 

MINISTRY MATTERS
The Newsletter of Christ United Methodist Church

Owen Brown Interfaith Center, Columbia, Maryland

IN THIS ISSUE:

 

Worship and Praise 
 
Our Church Family

CUMC Cares 

Learning for All

Fellowship   

Justice for All

Conference 
Connections 

Business Corner

Volunteers Matter 

Calendar

                    
 

WHAT IS A CHURCH CONFERENCE?

 

STEWARDSHIP:  Have YOU pledged yet?
 

Congratulations to Don and Suzanne James and Rob and Jeanette Rosenberger, lucky
winners of our week 1 and week 2 raffle drawings for the Pledge Campaign. I'm sure
they enjoyed the delicious cookies, made with love by our own Cristin Messenger. You
need to get your pledge card in by OCT. 2 to be eligible for our one remaining drawing
for a unique artistic creation by Lillian Lehnert.

With one week to go in our 2022 stewardship campaign we really need to hear from
YOU! As of press time we've received 8 pledges totaling c. $23,000. This represents
about one quarter of the $93,000 target. So please prayerfully, and quickly consider
what CUMC has meant to you and your family in the past, what it means to you now,
and what it can mean in the future, and be as generous as you can. Thanks in
advance!!

Kevin Swanson, Stewardship Chair

https://bwcumc.zoom.us/j/85064391426?pwd=UTV4enJ1ckp3SDdiODd4RUpuc2dMUT09


You Are Needed!  Use the newest monthly listing on Sign
Up Genius to volunteer for worship assistance for the
remainder of the year.

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

I Will Fear No More
by The Afters

Click on the photo to hear this song.

October Lectionary

OCTOBER 02 | 17th Sunday After Pentecost, World Communion Sunday (Green) Lam 1:1-6; Ps 137 (UMH
852); 2 Tim 1:1-14; Lk 17:5-10

OCTOBER 09 | 18th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Jer 29:1, 4-7; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Ps 66:1-12 (UMH 790); Lk 17:11-19

OCTOBER 16 | 19th Sunday After Pentecost, Laity Sunday (Green)
Jer 31:27-34; Ps 119:97-104 or Ps 19 (UMH 750); 2 Tim 3:14-4:5; Lk 18:1-8

OCTOBER 23 | 20th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Joel 2:23-32; Ps 65 (UMH 789); 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14

OCTOBER 30 | 21st Sunday after Pentecost, Reformation Sunday (Green) Hab 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Ps 119:137-144; 2
Thess 1:1-4, 11-12; Lk 19:1-10

 A SPECIAL INVITATION:  The UMC of Savage has invited CUMC to a free gospel concert on Sat. Oct. 8
at 5pm (9050 Baltimore St., Savage, MD 20763.)   Westward Road is a family trio that has appeared up
and down the east coast and will offer their unique blend of gospel and modern worship music into an
uplifting contemporary performance.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-sept
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMmmbJlWhtk


Lucas Burtnick
Jankai Karr
Rachel Murphy
Adeline Liu
Holly Rawson
Tracy Klink
Cindy Farmarco

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Happy
Birthday!Continued prayers for Joanne

Piersall as she hopes to be home
in Oct. after 2+ months of
hospitalization.

Best Wishes to Jeanette
Rosenberger and Phyllis Kelley
who are both anticipating knee
surgery in October.

Continued prayers for Catherine
Messenger.

Congratulations to Shelby
Lederman and husband, Ed,  on
the birth of Margaret.

Big sister Rosalind with Margaret



SECOND SUNDSY STOCK-UP 
On October 9, please contribute something new to the Howard County Food Bank. They are
requesting spices (garlic powder, cinnamon, cream of tartar, paprika, red pepper, bouillon,
use your imagination) and sauces (marinara, alfredo, gravies, etc.).  Since spices are so
light, perhaps you can bring a big bagful with a few sauces!  Thanks to those who
contributed 19 peanut butters and jellies in September and to Dea Atkins for delivering
them.

 

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

OCTOBER - HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK

 BOARD OF CHILD CARE
 
 

 “What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have
lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of
others.”                    —Nelson Mandel

Thinking ahead for the holidays, the Board of Child Care

would like items that the children can choose as gifts for

siblings and parents. Please bring these items on Sunday,

November 13 (instead of the usual food collection) so that

they will get to the Board before Thanksgiving.  

Suggested items include toy cars, doll babies, coloring

books with colored pencils, card games like Uno, board

games, sports balls, bath and body gift sets, fleece blankets

and adult jewelry.

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/nuIQ_9IgHxOW0
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/nuIQ_9IgHxOW0


The Education Committee will be starting a study using the texts The Heart of Christianity by
Marcus Borg and Pastrix by Nadia Bolz-Weber to help each of us discern and refine our
beliefs with respect to our Christianity starting Monday October 24 via Zoom.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Regina Burtnick welcomes
high school and middle school students for fall
Sunday School. 

Students will learn how to better use the Bible
for study, examine life's priorities and determine
appropriate responses to God's holiness and
how to develop a deeper spiritual life with God.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL 

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

ADULT EDUCATION NOTES

Book Discussion Group

Isaiah 40:31 "But those who trust in the lord will find new strength.
They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow
weary they will walk and not faint."

 From the backcover of the book: "Borg reveals that, when properly understood, the vital
elements of Christian faith are more compelling than ever. Borg offers a practical guide to
thinking about God, Jesus, the Bible, faith, and Christian practice. He shows how faith in
God and Jesus has never really been about believing certain propositions but rather about
a dynamic relationship. He shows that being “born again” is at the center of Christian life
and that the “kingdom of God” is a matter of transforming society into real world values of
justice and love. And that the Christian life is essentially about opening one’s heart—to God
and to others."

"Funny, raw, and packed with truth, this book is offensive in all the right ways...This book
reminded me of why I am a Christian, and I wept with gratitude when I finished it."―Rachel
Held Evans, blogger, author of A Year of Biblical Womanhood



PLEASE UNDERSTAND that CUMC faces the same dilemma that individuals and families face
each day when we consider in person activity during these covid times. We want to respect
rising covid numbers and yet enjoy being with others. Such a significant part of the CUMC
“culture” has been based on relationships and connectedness. 

We are attempting to handle this situation with careful monitoring of covid realities, and again
this month we are offering some outdoor activities (and perhaps some patio worship!) 

WATCH OUT FOR GOBLINS & GHOSTS!  Lillian Lehnert has completely decorated (you have to
see it to believe it!) for her favorite holiday, Halloween, and invites all to enjoy First Friday,
Oct. 7 at 6:30pm at her home, 12300 Pleasant View Dr, Fulton 20759.  Please contact Lillian
(301-854-3895) if you plan to attend and bring your favorite pot luck dish to share.

WOMEN’S LUNCH BUNCH will be hosted by Becky Nicodemus in her new home at 7304
Wildwood Dr. In Kings Contrivance, Columbia 21046 on Thurs. Oct. 13 at noon sharp.  Please
text/call Becky 410-868-0397 by Oct. 10th if you plan to attend and bring a luncheon dish to
share.

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

OCTOBER GATHERINGS 



Today's Prayer
 

God of justice,
 

In your wisdom you create all people in your image,
without exception.

 
Through your goodness, open our eyes to see the
dignity, beauty, and worth of every human being.

 
Open our minds to understand that all your children are

brothers and sisters in the same human family.
 

Open our hearts to repent of racist attitudes, behaviors,
and speech which demean others.

 
Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by

racial discrimination, and their passionate appeals for
change.

 
Strengthen our resolve to make amends for past

injustices and to right the wrongs of history.
 

And fill us with courage that we might seek to heal
wounds, build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and

establish peace and equality for all in our communities.
 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
 

"Prayer for Racial Justice," (June 23, 2020), Bon Secours
Retreat and Conference Center, Marriottsville, MD.

 

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

FELLOWSHIP OF THE HEART
 
 

https://umcdiscipleship.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=756434a4416d9bc710b1f7cfe&id=fc61578289&e=bb3972302c


JUSTICE FOR ALL

YOU ARE NEEDED!  Please volunteer a few hours on Sun., Oct. 9 to support the CUMC booth at Howard
County’s PRIDE festival in Symphony Woods.  It will be an opportunity to help the community know that
we are a welcoming congregation to all.  Contact Don James to offer your time (410-707-5363 or
djames5363@gmail.com)

   

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters



 Mary McLeod Bethune’s faith enabled her to create a
legacy that speaks through time and space into
today’s culture. On July 13, this legacy will be elevated,
as a monument to this United Methodist civil rights
leader and educator is installed in Statuary Hall in the
U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.

The 11-foot, 6,129-pound marble statue will represent
the state of Florida. Bethune will be the first Black
woman to represent any of the states in this collection.
Engraved on the base will be her words: “Invest in the
human soul. Who knows, it may be a diamond in the
rough.”

On July 10, people whose lives have been touched by
Bethune’s legacy gathered for worship at Asbury UMC
in Washington, D.C. to launch a weeklong celebration
of the statue’s installation. Bethune joined Asbury
Church in 1937, said the Rev. Lanther Mills, and was an
active member of the congregation.

 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

Bethune to be Honored with Statue in U.S. Capitol
By Melissa Lauber

 

“Mary McLeod Bethune was one of the most brilliant and impactful leaders of the 20th century who saw
challenges and always responded with strategic insight and enduring solutions,” the bishop said.
“Throughout 60 years of public service her contributions to education, women’s and civil rights and equity
transformed our nation and the world. Her intellectual prowess became the blueprint for the entire civil rights
movement and contributed to The United Nations Charter. Dr. Bethune’s life stands as a model of what can
be accomplished through one committed individual.” 

According to Flemming, Bethune’s power and accomplishment were based on three principles, recorded in
her writings. In order to live a full life, Bethune chose to “live close to God, lead with faith, and love all
people,” Flemming said.

Bethune believed that all things come from God, and so you must live close to God,” Flemming said. She was
also “confident that faith was essential to making the systemic changes needed to defeat authoritarianism,
patriarchy and white supremacy.” And “she truly believed that love conquers all. 

Click on this photo to read the complete article.

https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/bethune-to-be-honored-with-statue-in-us-capitol/


There are 2 upcoming Training Tuesdays sessions offered by the BW Conference, both on the topic
Deepening Discipleship.
The session on Oct. 25 will cover the United Methodist Rule of Discipleship.
The session on Nov. 8 will show instances of Intentional Discipleship Pathways/Processes being
successfully implemented.
Registration for the Training Tuesdays can be found at:

Training Tuesday sessions are recorded, so if unable to attend, these sessions will be made available
at:

 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

TRAINING TUESDAYS

https://www.bwcumc.org/events/training-tuesdays/


Volunteer Opportunities

Worship Services need several volunteers each
week. You can now plan your schedule several
months ahead on Sign up Genius at        .

A small, covid compliant snack has been
offered by several members for "patio visits"
after services. Let Dennis Atkins know which
Sunday in the coming months that YOU can
offer the snack. 

Flowers for the Altar 
The Worship Committee has a separate sign-up
system for altar flowers. Do you want to honor
a special birthday, anniversary, or other special
occasion? Or perhaps you would like to donate
flowers in memory of a loved one? Click on the
red button to select your dates!
 

VOLUNTEERS MATTER

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-septAA2FA1F4C07-sept
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-cumc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-cumc


CUMC Administrative Board  
Clink on the link to view the Sept. 15 minutes.

 
  "A leader must
be a good listener
He must be
willing to take

counsel. He must
show a genuine

concern and love for
those under his
stewardship." 

 
  —James E.

Faust
 
 

 

BUSINESS CORNER

Year-to-Date                         Actual                       Budget 
Revenue                                $55,441.62               $50,981.33
Expenses                               $56,510.61                $63,298.28
Surplus or (Deficit)                $(1,068.99)               $(12,316.95)

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $   (30.54)                  $  (351.91)

Financial Information - August 2022

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFMiEqnRjE/auFsDT9DklX1MpBbbzPUsw/view?utm_content=DAFMiEqnRjE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


 
CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity
We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to
share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the

Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of
different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical

abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and
multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.


