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CAPITOL HILL UMC AND BWC 
WORK WITH OTHERS TO WELCOME LEGAL

MIGRANTS FROM TEXAS AND ARIZONA

 

By Melissa Lauber

The first bus arrived on April 15. That’s when the first volunteers swung into action –
offering care and compassion to people they had never met.

Since then, Gov. Gregory W. Abbott of Texas has been sending busloads of migrants to
Union Station in Washington, D.C., as a political statement to make President Biden
rethink lifting the Trump administration’s Migrant Protection Protocols established in
2019 under Title 42, and other changes in U.S. immigration policy.

People can contribute items to Capitol Hill UMC – adult backpacks and good
walking shoes are especially needed. Financial gifts can be made to the BWC’s
immigration ministries at:          Donations will be used to buy razors, shaving cream,
toothbrushes, deodorant, baby wipes, underwear bras, socks, and white t-shirts.

Money is the primary need. Funds sent through Sanctuary DMV at will be used to
continue this initiative and provide transportation to the migrants to the cities where
their sponsors or court dates are.

Click on photo to read more.

https://www.bwcumc.org/migrantcrisisdonations
http://sanctuarydmv.org/donate


 

Blessings to you all, beloved of God!

I hope this finds you well as summer begins to wind down.   When I think of the changing of the seasons,
they are often identified in a variety of ways.  While Labor Day does not mark the “official” changing
from summer to fall, traditionally in America is has been the time that separates these two seasons. 
 This often was also marked by young people returning to school, swimming pools closing, and so forth.
These days school begins at a variety of times, and some go all year round with shorter, more frequent
breaks.  Our weather generally feels no different in the week following Labor Day than it did the week
preceding it.   

Interestingly, in the familiar scripture   passage from Ecclesiastes 3—To everything there is a season and
a time for every purpose under heaven—only has one reference to the earthly seasons:  a time to plant
and a time to pluck up (a time to sow and a time to reap).   So scripturally seasons of change can be
identified in many ways other than the farm growing cycle. 

Also Sept. does not mark any significant change in the liturgical calendar year for the “seasons” of the
Church. Nevertheless for many of us, Sept. still marks the change from summer to fall, a change from
recreational time to work time.  In the UMC Sept. marks the time when we are preparing the new
Sunday School year and the time we are immersed in preparation for our annual Church Conferences.  

This year our Church Conference will be led by a “presiding elder” (an elder other than the pastor)
rather than the District Superintendent. This year we must pre-register for our church conference
through an email link in order to attend.  We will be holding the conference on Zoom. Soon you will
receive a link to register for our CUMC Church Conference on Oct 4th at 7:00pm.  

I invite you to prayerfully consider attending this year’s Zoom conference. It is the time we reflect on our
previous year and map out our course for the coming year. This Conference marks the shift to the new
local church year in many ways. It is a time to celebrate and a time to renew our enthusiasm for all the
possibilities that await us in the coming year.  

As with the changing times articulated in Ecclesiastes, this marker of change for CUMC is an important
one. Yes, there are many meetings and reports leading up to the conference that are not always easy
to get accomplished, but the Conference itself is very affirming.  If you are not part of the CUMC
leadership, I especially encourage you to sign up to attend so you can get a good idea of all the things
CUMC has done in the past year and some of our plans and dreams for the coming year!  I hope you
will agree!

Blessings in all things,   
Pastor Kathy

 Pastor Kathy
 

CLERGY CORNER



 

In this first Christian congregation, members pooled all their resources and spent their days in worship
and making disciples. We've come a long way from this early example of Christian living in every
aspect of our lives, but the idea of stewardship might have suffered most. As Christian writer Charles
Lane observes in his little book on stewardship, Ask, Thank, Tell, "Stewardship has been kidnapped
and is being held hostage by a sinister villain named “Paying the Bills”".

Paying our bills is important and cannot be neglected; but the true primary aim of Christian
stewardship is to fund the ministry and mission of Christ UMC. The core of our ministry and mission is
found in relationships: our relationship with God who seeks to enter into covenant with us; our
relationship with Jesus who calls us into a discipleship role that extends to the ends of the earth; and
our relationships with one another, with our community, and with our world.

So please take a moment to prayerfully considering your relationship with CUMC and your pledge for
2023. Take pride in the many ministries we have undertaken. We really are very involved for a small
congregation. But also give a thought to what more we might be able to do with additional resources.
Prayerfully consider and be as generous as you can.

This year's 4-week campaign will kick-off in mid-September. Rumor has it that this will include in-
person appearances by Olaf the Stewardship Viking. Stay tuned.

And, as always, THANK YOU! 
Kevin Swanson
Chair, Stewardship Campaign

Stewardship
It could be argued that the first and truest
paradigm for Christian stewardship is found in
Acts 2: 44-47.

 All the believers were together and had
everything in common. They sold property
and possessions to give to anyone who had
need. Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those
who were being saved.

"The world asks, "What does a man own?"
Christ asks, "How does he use it?"

- Andrew Murray



You Are Needed!  Use the newest monthly listing on Sign
Up Genius to volunteer for worship assistance for
September through December.

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

Because He Lives
A Cappella Hymn

Click on the photo to hear this song.

September Lectionary

SEPTEMBER 04 | 13th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Jer 18:1-11; Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854); Philem 1-21; Lk 14:25-33

SEPTEMBER 11 | 14th Sunday After Pentecost, Grandparent’s Day (Green) Jer 4:11-12, 22-28; Ps 14 (UMH
746); 1 Tim 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-10

SEPTEMBER 18 | 15th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Jer 8:18-9:1; Ps 79:1-9 or Ps 4 (UMH 741); 1 Tim 2:1-7; Lk 16:1-13

SEPTEMBER 25 | 16th Sunday After Pentecost (Green)
Jer 32:1-3a, 6-15; Ps 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810); 1 Tim 6:6-19; Lk 16:19-31

 

September 4 is Labor Day Sunday  Please bring something to church, or have something ready on Zoom,
that represents your work. For example, you could bring a cookie if you are a baker, or a calculator if you are
an accountant.

September 18 is "Go Fish Sunday!"     Matthew 4:19   "Come, follow Me," Jesus said, "and I will show you
how to fish for people!"
Little fish invitations to a special service at CUMC will be available in church on Sunday, and on-line, to hand
out in-person or to email to friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, or someone that you met at the gym or at
the grocery store. Let's go make disciples!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-sept
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adKzNr6G2os&list=PL1jpah7BtiMc4EzLqs_ZPgJpUsuBSzXBf&index=35


 
Ellie Zoller-Gritz
Thomas Gilmer
Jillian Kelley
Linda Nash
Siah Johnson
Wendy Newton

WELCOME BACK JACK!  Although he never left CUMC, Rev. Jackson Day is

once again a member of Christ UMC’s Charge Conference after re-retiring

for the third time. Methodist clergy who are members of an Annual

Conference can’t actually be a member of a congregation, but if they’re not

serving as pastors of a congregation they must be a member of a charge

conference somewhere; and since first coming to CUMC in 1977 Jack has

considered us his home church. Jack and Fran live at the Charlestown

Retirement Community in Catonsville. They won’t be regular attenders, but

don’t be surprised now if you see one or both occasionally. 

Continued prayers for Joanne Piersall as she remains in the rehab center

after back surgery.

Prayers for Catherine Messenger and her family as Catherine's illness

continues.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Happy
Birthday!

Bob with fiancé Jittra and her daughter

Kim in Koblenze, Germany.

Congrtulations to Bob Kobayashi on his

engagement to Jittra.

SCHOOL BEGINS! We send many good wishes to our returning students and wish them a productive learning
year! Oretha Karr, Gr. 2 and O’Dell Karr Gr.4 are at Severn Elementary School. Elena Lederman and Daniel
Klinkenburg are freshmen at Atholton HS; while Kelly Johnson is in Gr.11 at Oakland Mills HS and Layla Burtnick
enters Gr.10 at Paint Branch HS. Matthew Lindberg will be joining Joshua at Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics.
Greg Fitzgerald continues at Howard Community College, Sophia Burtnick at Fashion Institute of Technology,
Heather Wynne at Hampton Univ. and Sara Swanson wraps up her senior year at Hood College. Natalie Kelley
has already begun her first year of medical school at Brown University.  See their parents or check the church
directory to send a text or note to keep in touch with these terrific young people!



WHAT IS the FAVORITE BACK to SCHOOL LUNCH?
Let’s make our young folks happy by supplying the Howard County Food Bank with the all
time favorites peanut butter, almond butter, Nutella, jellies and jams for Sept. 11 Second
Sunday Stock-up.  And many thanks to the donors of 25 containers of sauce, pasta and rice
for our August collection.

 

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

AUGUST - HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK

 “Health is the greatest gift, contentment the greatest
wealth, faithfulness the best relationship.” 
                                      — Buddha

If you haven’t signed up to deliver one of our collections, please contact Jeanette Rosenberger.  We have some

unfilled slots in the 2022 calendar.

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/nuIQ_9IgHxOW0
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/nuIQ_9IgHxOW0
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/nuIQ_9IgHxOW0
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/nuIQ_9IgHxOW0


The Anatomy of Peace by Arbimger Institue
Pastrix by Nadia Bolz-Weber
The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg
Room of Marvels by James Bryan Smith
The Reason for God by Timothy Keller
The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom
Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese
Little Bee by Chris Cleave
Love Lives Here by Maria Goff
Small, Great Things by Jodi Picoult
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

The Education Committee will be offering book discussion opportunities throughout the
school year. We would love to hear from you! Do you have a topic to recommend, or a
specific book to recommend? If so, please contact Tracy Klink at 410-916-5508 or Katie
Swanson at 410-428-3009. 

Some possibilities to consider:

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS:  On Sept. 18th
teacher Regina Burtnick will welcome high
school students back for fall Sunday School. 

Students will learn how to better use the Bible
for study, examine life's priorities and
determine appropriate responses to God's
holiness and how to develop a deeper spiritual
life with God.

ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

ADULT EDUCATION NOTES

Book Discussion Group

 Proverbs 15:1 "A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word
stirs up anger."



PLEASE UNDERSTAND that CUMC faces the same dilemma that individuals and families face
each day when we consider in person activity during these covid times. We want to respect
rising covid numbers and yet enjoy being with others. Such a significant part of the CUMC
“culture” has been based on relationships and connectedness. 

We are attempting to handle this situation with careful monitoring of covid realities, and
again this month we are offering some outdoor activities (and perhaps some patio worship!)

FIRST FRIDAY WILL NOT BE HELD SEPT.2

DINING ON THE DECK
Emma Angelo will host Lunch Bunch on her lovely deck on Thursday September 8th at noon.
Bring a dish to share and please let Judy Pittman know by September 5th if you plan to
attend.

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

SEPTEMBER GATHERINGS 



My Symphony
 

To live content with small means;
to seek elegance rather than luxury,
and refinement rather than fashion,

to be worthy, not respectable,
and wealthy, not rich;

to study hard, think quietly,
talk gently, act frankly,

to listen to stars and birds,
to babes and sages,

with open heart,
to bear all cheerfully,

to all bravely await occasions,
hurry never.

In a word, to let the spiritual unbidden
and unconscious grow up through the common.

This is to be my symphony.
 

— William Henry Channing

 
 

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

FELLOWSHIP OF THE HEART
 
 



JUSTICE FOR ALL

Deuteronomy 32: 11-12 in King James: “As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: So the Lord alone did lead him,
and there was no strange god with him.”
Isaiah 42:14 NIV “For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back. But now,
like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant.”
Isaiah 49:15 NIV ““Can a mother forget the baby at her breast  and have no compassion on the child
she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!”
Isaiah 66:13 NIV “As a mother comforts her child,  so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over
Jerusalem.”
Further, in several of the parables, the Christ-like character is a woman, such as in the Parable of the
Lost Coin.

Pronouns and Religion
Starting in June of 2021, the United Methodist Church in the U.S. started officially counting non-binary
members, acknowledging people who are neither a man nor woman. Ophelia Hu Kinney, The Reconciling
Ministry Network’s communications director said of this change: “While this change does not reflect a
transformation of the harm done by the institution against LGBTQ persons, it does model inclusivity in
language. Our hope is that talking and reporting about non-binary people in our pews and leadership may
provoke changes in policies toward non-binary and other LGBTQ people, too.”

Within Christianity, there are many interpretations on pronoun usage. Regardless of your interpretation of
the Bible, we are not called to judge each other, and we are called to love one another as our neighbors
and siblings in Christ. We encourage you to prayerfully seek further information on different perspectives
and reflect on your own beliefs on how this relates to being inclusive with pronouns.

In the Bible, God is most often referred to with he/him pronouns, in addition to masculine and father
imagery. It has become the common standard in most settings for referring to God. However, there are
surprisingly numerous instances in the Bible where he has feminine, maternal imagery. Examples:

Maybe God’s gender is irrelevant. God is so expansive, far beyond our cultural and societal
understandings of gender that gender neutral pronouns, which was covered last month, we use when
gender is irrelevant or unknown, might be applicable. What pronouns do you think we should use for God? 

   

Pronouns for Inclusivity, Part 2  
by Natalie and Jillian Kelley

This is the second part following Jillian and Natalie’s August article about pronoun usage and it focuses on
faith interpretations.

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

PLEASE CONSIDER  CUMC is again participating in the Howard County Pride Festival.  This year’s Festival
will be held Sun., Oct.9 in Symphony Woods, beginning at 11:00am.  We will be hosting a booth with CUMC
members serving as greeters, spreading CUMC hospitality.  If you wish to help in any way, contact Don
James, djames5363@gmail.com or 410-707-5363.  

mailto:djames5363@gmail.com


During the 2021 Annual Conference, a resolution was passed that “every congregation in the Baltimore
Washington Conference respond to gun violence as a community-wide health care emergency”. In support
of this resolution, the conference encourages United Methodists to consider Legal Action Alerts to show
support for legislation designed for gun violence prevention.

Two pieces of such legislation are Ethan’s Law and an Assault Weapons Ban. Further details on these, and
forms to fill out to show support are at:

The full text for the Annual Conference 2021 Resolution can be found at:

BWC UMC Gun Violence Prevention page:

 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

Gun Violence as a Community-Wide Health Care Emergency
 

https://www.bwcumc.org/about/how-we-are-organized/annual-conference/2021-annual-conference-resolutions/
https://www.bwcumc.org/ministries/advocacy-action/gun-violence-prevention/
https://www.bwcumc.org/about/how-we-are-organized/annual-conference/2021-annual-conference-resolutions/


CUMC Administrative Board  
Clink on the link to view the August 18th minutes.

 
  "You must not

lose faith in
humanity.

Humanity is
an ocean; if a few
drops of the ocean

are dirty, the
ocean does not
become dirty." 

 
  —Mahatma    

Gandhi 
 
 

BUSINESS CORNER

Year-to-Date                         Actual                       Budget 
Revenue                                $44,267.45              $44,608.67
Expenses                               $49,360.95              $55,386.00
Surplus or (Deficit)                $ (5,093.49)             $(10,777.33)

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $  (164.31)               $  (347.66)

Financial Information - July2022

Provide diverse and inspired worship services that include a welcoming, compassionate environment;
varied music; opportunities for youth; and powerful, engaging sermons.
Increase our being a fully diverse, welcoming church focusing on being reconciling and anti-racist by
continuing the work of the Justice for All Ministry and participating with other congregations in our Owen
Brown Interfaith Center learning about other religions and faith communities.

Recent Activity with SPRC 
 

SPRC met on August 11th to prioritize all goals contained in the PASTOR/SPRC COVENANT for 2021-2022.
The Covenant contains 18 goals in three categories: The church’s goals, Pastor’s goals, SPRC’s goals.

Members individually rated each of the 18 goals either High, Medium or Low priority, combined their input
and unanimously decided that the top two goals are:

1.

2.

https://parade.com/1313865/kelseypelzer/ocean-quotes/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFKDkYKY6I/2vzpx8UXKelFa0L9s6xPtg/view?utm_content=DAFKDkYKY6I&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


Volunteer Opportunities

Worship Services need several volunteers each
week. You can now plan your schedule several
months ahead on Sign up Genius at        .
 

Flowers for the Altar 
The Worship Committee has a separate sign-up
system for altar flowers. Do you want to honor
a special birthday, anniversary, or other special
occasion? Or perhaps you would like to donate
flowers in memory of a loved one? Click on the
red button to select your dates!
 

VOLUNTEERS MATTER

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-sept
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-cumc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-cumc


 
CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity
We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to
share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the

Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of
different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical

abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and
multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.


