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Our Interfaith Center is practical, flexible and owned by the Unitarian

Universalists and CUMC. To generate income for its maintenance, it is rented

to several faith communities, the childcare center, businesses and for private

events. Many believe OBIC’s best features are the gardens that surround the

building and the patio that was built in 2008. The gardens feature many native

plants which in addition to beautifying the landscape, help sustain butterflies,

birds and wildlife. It also includes a labyrinth, a meditative walking circle

which was constructed in 2009 and is available to all in the rear garden.

The Garden Committee, whose faithful members Pat Heidel, Ann Wing (UUCC),

Dea Atkins and Mary Jo Messenger(CUMC), have labored for almost 15 years!

They have chosen each plant, shrub and tree, personally planted hundreds of

them, meticulously planned the garden layout, coordinated “work days” of

volunteer labor, established supportive fundraising, created the Memory

Garden Plaque and now supervise the landscaping company that provides

maintenance. Raise your rakes to these amazing gardeners whose love of

plants made the OBIC gardens a living salute to nature!

This link           takes you to the current descriptive brochure and provides an

opportunity for you to donate to garden maintenance and explains how to

purchase a nameplate on the Memory Plaque. While CUMC has occasional

services and events to enjoy the patio, take a few minutes to stroll the gardens

all around the building and enjoy the best OBIC feature in its springtime glory!
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My siblings in Christ: Grace and peace to you in the name of the Risen Savior!  

I thank you all for such a wonderful Lent-Easter experience for me this year! To everyone who helped to

make worship more meaningful, to all who checked in at our Lenten Bible study, to everyone who lifted

up prayers for our congregation and ministry and the world, to those who moved a step closer to Jesus,

to everyone who cared for those among us who were in need, to those who make CUMC their faith

community, I say thank you with all my heart! May blessings overflow in all parts of your lives! I feel so

blessed and so affirmed by you all. I am truly the most blessed pastor I know. Thank you!

Now we are in the time between Easter and Pentecost. We remember the ways Jesus met his disciples

after his resurrection. We celebrate the ways he helped them to recognize his presence among them—

in the sharing of a meal, in voicing a name, in showing up in unexpected places such as a long road.

We learn from these encounters that Jesus also meets us in unexpected places and in unexpected ways

in our daily lives. These encounters bring our preparation to a close.  

Jesus prepares the disciples and us for the work that lies ahead in our world.  He prays to God on our

behalf and he promises to be with us always. As Christ ascends to the throne, we open our wings once

again to arise and fly in the face of evil, doubt, pain, sorrow, and suffering, and BE the Body of Christ in

our world! Easter brings renewal just as springtime brings renewal. Lent has allowed for a time of

reflection and personal growth. Now, with the open tomb, we find the pathway open before us, to 

 proclaim the Good News of the Gospel and to serve our world together. 

We are forgiven; we are made new; we are renewed! The time of preparation nears its conclusion.

When Pentecost arrives, the church is born anew and we, the Body of Christ, carry on his work in our

world. I feel excited about the coming weeks and months! So many opportunities are before us! So

many possibilities to encounter! Do you feel the joy? Joy to the World! We, my friends, are Easter

People! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  

May God’s blessings abound in our daily living! Pastor Kathy

by Pastor Kathy
 

CLERGY CORNER



May Lectionary

MAY 01 | 3rd Sunday of Easter, Native American Ministries Sunday, May Day (White or Gold) Acts

9:1-6 (7-20); Ps 30 (UMH 762); Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19

MAY 08 | 4th Sunday of Easter, Mother’s Day, Festival of the Christian Home (White or Gold) Acts

9:36-43; Ps 23 (UMH 754 or 137); Rev 7:9-17; Jn 10:22-30

MAY 15 | 5th Sunday of Easter (White or Gold)

Acts 11:1-18; Ps 148 (UMH 861); Rev 21:1-6; Jn 13:31-35

MAY 22 | 6th Sunday of Easter, Heritage Sunday (White or Gold) Acts 16:9-15; Ps 67 (UMH 791); Rev

21:10, 22-22:5; Jn 14:23-29

MAY 29 | 7th Sunday of Easter, Ascension Sunday* (White or Gold)

Acts 16:16-34; Ps 97 (UMH 816); Rev 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; Jn 17:20-26

*Ascension of the Lord Lections

Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47 (UMH 781); Eph 1:15-23; Lk 24:44-53

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

Let choice whisper in your ear and love murmur in your heart.
Be ready. Here comes life.
                               — Maya Angelou

ANNOUNCEMENTS for Sunday Services must be emailed to Lisa Lindberg, our administrator, by

9am Friday at admin@cumcobic.org  to be included on the following Sunday.

YOUR CONTRIBUTION of ALTAR FLOWERS is a wonderful way to honor a special person or

event while enhancing our altar. Use this link to reserve your choice of Sundays for the remainder

of 2022:  

 

PLEASE CONSIDER being a worship volunteer.  Acolytes, offering counters, liturgists, readers,

setting up the altar, and ushers are needed each week. Verbal and written instructions are

available thru Dennis Atkins our volunteer coordinator. Use this link or speak to Dennis regarding

your available dates.   

mailto:admin@cumcobic.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-april
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-cumc


Russ Poch
Samantha Farmarco
Scrib Messenger 
Greg Swirdovich
Warren Kelley
Ching-Ju Cheng
Oretha Karr
Bob Kobayashi
Branden Mueller
Branden Gritz
Emma Angelo

CONGRATULATIONS to our new

college grads!! Attiya Daniels will

graduate on May 5 from Roanoke

College and Nic Fitzgerald will

graduate on May 15 from West

Virginia University.

Prayers for Martha Poch as she

prepares for hip surgery in early

May.

Congratulations to Fred and Becky

Mueller as they settle into their new

home.

. 

Prayers for Joanne Piersall for

improved health. 

Prayers for a restful vacation for

Pastor Kathy.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Happy
Birthday!



HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK

FOOD and CLOTHING  These are basic needs that we can contribute to help the neediest

residents of our county. In April we donated more than 70 cans or other types of soups. Thanks

to Toni & Daniel Klinkenberg for transporting them to the Howard County Food Bank. For

Second Sunday Stock-up in May, we will collect all types of hot & cold cereal. Shop the sales

now and stock up! Please bring them to church on May 8. 

Hopefully on May 22 we will have lots of gently used clean shorts, jeans, shirts, jackets, jeans,

sneakers and new socks and underwear for both men and women to contribute to the Day

Resource Center which serves Howard County’s homeless residents.

 

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

FOOD AND CLOTHING ARE NEEDED

“If you are irritated by every rub, how will you be polished?” 
                                      —Rumi



SUNDAY SCHOOL for ages 11 - 18 is held during

the Sunday worship service.

WELCOME ABOARD!

The Lay Leadership Development Committee happily announces that Katie Swanson will assume the role of

CUMC Education Chair when she returns permanently to MD in June. With 3 years of teaching experience,

a Master's degree, and long dedication to CUMC, we know Katie will be a great addition to the

Administrative Board. We will especially value her more youthful input on topics beyond Education. Tracy

Klink will be working with Katie to coordinate adult study groups while Katie focuses on arrangements for

Sunday school, possible confirmation and other learning experiences for all ages. 

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

SUNDAY SCHOOL

EDUCATION MINISTRY



LUNCH BUNCH on Thursday, May 12 at noon, will be hosted by Tracy Klink and all CUMC

women are welcome. Let Tracy know (410-916-5508) to expect you and she will greet you at

4920 Evening Sky Ct., Ellicott City 21043.

Today's Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument of your holy discomfort

Where there is privilege, let me sow equity,

Where there is violence, let me work for peace,

Where there is division, let me seek unity,

Where there is racism, let me pursue racial justice,

Where there is environmental degradation, let me care for creation,

Where there is political discord, let me seek the common good,

And where there is economic inequality, let me seek justice.

 

O God of Justice, grant that I may not so much seek comfort, as to

welcome hard truths,

To be heard, as to listen,

To hold power, as to empower,

To seek control, as to follow,

For it is in humility, that we learn,

It is in seeking forgiveness, that we are reconciled,

And it is in dying to self, that we are born to new life.

 

Amen.

 

“Peace Prayer for the Privileged,” by Daniel P. Horan, OFM, PhD, Catholic

Theological Union in Chicago.

 

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

FELLOWSHIP OF  THE HEART
 
 

LUNCH BUNCH 

FIRST FRIDAY 

WELCOME SPRING at FIRST FRIDAY on May 6 at the Messengers, 7661 Sweet Hours Way,

Columbia 21046 at 6:30pm.  Please let Mary Jo (410-381-6942) know if you plan to attend and

bring your favorite dish to share to this monthly pot luck dinner.

https://umcdiscipleship.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=756434a4416d9bc710b1f7cfe&id=f660d9b6b5&e=bb3972302c


Some people will say “My skin is white” or “My skin is black”, but think about that.  Is your skin really either

white or black?  If you look at two pieces of paper, one white and the other black, I doubt that any of us

have skin that is either of those colors. Perhaps you thought “My skin is flesh colored.” What is “flesh” as a

color?  Do “flesh” colored Band-Aids really look right on everyone’s skin?

When I was a young girl, I did a lot of coloring people in coloring books, and coloring people in my own

pictures. But I was never satisfied with how I colored a person’s face or skin, so I usually just left it blank.

But eventually I got the really, big new box of crayons, and there was a crayon in the box labeled “flesh!”  

However, when I used the “flesh” crayon, that didn’t look like my skin.  But that was all I had, so it was

better than nothing.

What about my school friends who had dark skin?  When they were coloring, would they use the brown or

black crayons for their skin?  But brown or black or flesh didn’t really work well for them either. Thinking

back, I see that the “flesh” crayon was very racist! Can a crayon be racist?

Yes, it was just another example of what would work for “white” people, while what would work for other

people was probably not even considered. Perhaps if it was considered, it was not important enough to

make. So many things in our society have been like that, and so many things and policies are still like that

today!  They are created and geared for “white” people as if people of other colors do not exist!

Several months ago, I was in the Staples store.  I got very excited when I saw a display by the Crayola

Co. labeled COLORS OF THE WORLD! There was a box of 24 crayons of 24 different skin colors, that

really matched with what I was getting more in touch with every day, thanks to our Justice for All Ministry

group.  So many, many things in our society are or geared toward the “white race,” while other “races”

are not represented, not even considered, or purposely left out.  So crayons, colored pencils, and markers

in 24 different skin colors was a step forward!  

JUSTICE FOR ALL

   

WHAT IS THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN?

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters



10 shades of “Almond” from “Deepest Almond” (the darkest) to “Extra Light Almond” 

7 shades of “Golden” from “Extra Deep Golden” (the darkest) to “Very Light Golden”

7 shades of “Rose” from “Extra Deep Rose” (the darkest) to “Very Light Rose” 

Can you even imagine what 24 different skin colors look like? There are probably more than 24, but that

is a start! What are the names of each color? 

There are even coloring books which show children with many different skin colors on the cover, and

pictures inside of places all over the world that children are visiting. There are many opportunities for

children to draw themselves and what they look like as part of the pictures.

So, I bought 2 of each of the items. They are now in one of our cabinets in Room A at OBIC. When

children are back with us for worship, they will be able to use these items, and we can see what colors

they each use for coloring and drawing their own pictures. 

More importantly children who use these items will each see that their skin colors are just as important as

skin colors of others, because there will be a crayon or colored pencil that looks like their skin color! That

will definitely be a self-esteem builder for each of them.

This is a very small, but definite step in the right direction as we continue to work on our individual

pledges (Do you remember them?) toward becoming anti-racist individuals, and toward becoming an

anti-racist congregation.

We need to always remember that there are many different types and colors of people in our world; not

just the ones who look like us or act like us. We are many different people who are all God’s children! We

ALL deserve to be treated with respect and love and inclusion, in our church and in all that we do.

Deadra Atkins 

Justice for All Ministry

JUSTICE FOR ALL

   

WHAT IS THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN?, continued

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters



 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

BWC's new Pilgrimage Week is May 1-7 

You're invited to explore some BWC historic sites virtually, May 1-6, and in-person on May 7 from 9 a.m. to 3

p.m. Print out a passport and visit sites like Old Otterbein UMC, Lovely Lane Museum, Cokesbury College, or

Sharp Street Memorial and more to learn about the roots of Methodism. Volunteer docents or staff will be

available at most sites. Self-guided experiences will be available at the Bishop's Lot at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

See more about BWC pilgrimages and how you can participate by clicking the link below.

https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/pilgrimages-offer-opportunity-for-growth-and-exploration/
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/global-methodist-church-sets-may-1-launch-date/
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/pilgrimages-offer-opportunity-for-growth-and-exploration/
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/pilgrimages-offer-opportunity-for-growth-and-exploration/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001N7Q0G10s71Gw0UdlEEMjMIUKTcA71-OumMnPq06UoDdupwxq7raBKWHfmFU_oRiJPPozvc2v3lo93NehTRdMUVlBC1h49e6CarhZRjzo_3WHowqSmfvI2F3DfRVRppEIoCJkTLE_KCFgUuBDIixxPhBASdTKceEAAD19KuqZF4IBmumf3wTBXDWvNVSLBsP0C3sb0fgd3rddFm35hvET166TOwZqJToHN9VYqsk2jY7UeYUz1ZIlag==&c=EFUu_ebJTo3N8LW9jKKaVvgwyhYB9CN7oiPyfzXv8UCrBFGrtzupZg==&ch=0XsrUGb396CjRY41-RUR4ovZLOpNs09jx4-X3HzOBoLDlYcglG9WpQ==


Volunteer Opportunities

Worship Services

Worship Committee is actively seeking volunteer acolytes, ushers, readers, liturgists, offering counters,

altar set up and flower donors for Sunday services. Lay involvement has been a long CUMC tradition, so

please consider trying some new ways to be involved. Instructions will be given as needed. Contact

Dennis Atkins if you have any questions. Place your name today on this simple electronic calendar:  

Flowers for the Altar 

The Worship Committee has a separate sign-up system for altar flowers. Do you want to honor a special

birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion? Or perhaps you would like to donate flowers in memory

of a loved one? Click on the red button to select your dates!

 

VOLUNTEERS MATTER

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-april
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da8aa2fa1f4c07-cumc


Back to Business!
With in-person services it is easier to order and purchase your

prepaid cards directly from Delvin Daniels. Think SPRING and

get cards for the household projects, summer clothes and

gasoline for travel and help CUMC without it costing you an

additional penny!

 
 
 
 

CUMC Administrative Board
Ad Board minutes from April 21: 

 
“How far you
go in life depends
on your being
tender with the

young,
compassionate
with the aged,

sympathetic with
the striving, and
tolerant of the

weak and strong.
Because

someday in your
life you will have
been all of these.”

 
— George

Washington Carver
 
 
 

 

BUSINESS CORNER

Year-to-Date                         Actual                       Budget 

Revenue                                $21,828.06               $19,118.00

Expenses                              $24,003.97               $23,736.86

Surplus or (Deficit)                 $(2,175.91)                $(4,618.86)

          

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $ (167.38)                $ (355.30)

Financial Information - March 2022

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE-6pqpW_Y/xGclxn409RrktSgoe2nTkQ/view?utm_content=DAE-6pqpW_Y&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishpresent


 
CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity

We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to

share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the

Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of

different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical

abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and

multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.


