
CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Hearts —Open Minds — Open Doors 

Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD  21045

Phone: 410-381-6329  email: admin@cumcobic.org   website: cumcobic.org

The Reverend Doctor Kathleen Lossau, Pastor

DECEMBER 2021    ISSUE 16

MINISTRY MATTERS
The Newsletter of Christ United Methodist Church

Owen Brown Interfaith Center, Columbia, Maryland

IN THIS ISSUE:

Clergy Corner

Stewardship 

Worship and Praise 
 
Our Church Family

CUMC Cares

Learning for All 

Fellowship   

Justice for All

Conference Connections

Business Corner

Volunteers Matter

Calendar

 
 
 
 
                             

MAY THE BLESSINGS OF THIS SEASON 
FILL YOUR HEARTS  

HOPE -  PEACE - JOY - LOVE

 



 

As we enter another Advent season, we will spend much of our time preparing to celebrate the birth

of Christ.  Something to be celebrated indeed!! In the midst of retelling the sacred story of Mary and

Joseph, shepherd and angels, we remember Advent/Christmas times past and prepare for this time

in the midst of improvement, but not absence of Covid. It is a joyful time!

But we must never forget, we are not only celebrating the past Advent anticipation of the coming of

the Savior; TODAY is the period of the Second Advent.  We are also waiting as people did long ago.

We are waiting for Christ’s return.  We have the advantage of knowing who we wait for, but like our

ancestors, we have no idea when or in what manner Christ will arrive. 

 

It is important for us to also take time this year to reflect on the things we need to do in our own lives

to prepare the way of the Lord’s RETURN. I encourage us all to use Advent as a time of reflection and

personal preparation for the future, as well as reflections and preparations to celebrate Christ’s first

coming. How are we similar and how are we different from our ancestors? How do our times of

waiting compare? Finally, what can we learn from our reflections on the first Advent and Christmas

to help us prepare during our own Second Advent and anticipated Second Coming?

My siblings in Christ, I pray you will have a peace-filled Advent season and joyous hearts as we

remember Christ’s first coming and anticipate his return!  

Blessings and Peace,  Pastor Kathy

by Pastor Kathy
 

CLERGY CORNER



Challenge and Opportunity

Christ United Methodist Church has certainly had our share of challenges in the past 20 months. We've

had to change how we worship and nurture our community, and how we serve the world around us.

However, the Stewardship Campaign must occur every fall, and 2021 was no exception. We mailed

requests to 43 households and received 24 pledges amounting to $62,102. This is just 69% of our

anticipated ’22 budget. Of these pledges, 6 increased their pledge amount, 13 remained the same, 1

was a new pledge, and 4 decreased the amount of their pledge. We anticipate that a few more

pledges will straggle in over the next few weeks…it is not too late! Many thanks to all who pledged their

ongoing steadfast support of CUMC.

A special thanks to Lillian Lehnert and Cristin Messenger for providing the wonderful holiday wreaths and

cookies we used as weekly incentives. Congratulations to our raffle winners: Greg and Natalie

Swirdovich, Ching-Ju Cheng, Jose Felder, and Katie Swanson. Thanks also to Becky Nicodemus who

worked on this campaign.

So where does this leave us? Our share of OBIC expenses has increased due to the loss of rental income

during the pandemic, but the building is operational and waiting for us each Sunday….AND we have

much to be thankful for, and many reasons to hope for a bright future. Our current pledged income

means we'll need to consider funds that our Administrative Board wisely set aside for a “rainy day” when

things occur that have not been anticipated. We will make it work!!

These difficult times help us focus on those things that really matter in our lives and the ongoing future

of CUMC. For these reasons, we are looking forward to celebrating this holy season, and finding ways to

grow with all of you, in faith, this coming year.

Phil Lindberg        Chair, Administrative Board

Kevin Swanson    Chair, Stewardship Campaign.

STEWARDSHIP



December Lectionary

December 05, 2021 2nd Sunday of Advent  

Mal 3:1-4, Lk 1:68-79 (UMH 208), Phil 1:3-11, Lk 3:1-6

December 12, 2021 3rd Sunday of Advent  

Zeph 3:14-20, Isa 12:2-6, Phil 4:4-7, Lk 3:7-18

December 19, 2021 4th Sunday of Advent 

Mic 5:2-5a, Lk 1:47-55 (UMH 199), Heb 10:5-10, Lk 1:39-45

December 24, 2021 Christmas Eve 

Isa 9:2-7, Ps 96 (UMH 815), Titus 2:11-14, Lk 2:1-20, 

December 25, 2021 Christmas Day 

Isa 52:7-10, Ps 98 (UMH 818), Heb 1:1-4 (5-12) Jn 1:1-14

December 26, 2021 1st Sunday after Christmas  

1 Sam 2:18-20, 26, Ps 148 (UMH 861), Col 3:12-17, Lk 2:41-52

December 31, 2021 New Year's Eve / Watch Night 

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

Click on the photo to hear this  hymn.
"O Holy Night" (A Capella) | MattNickleMusic

    

Advent Schedule

11/28         1st Sunday in Advent - Hope

12/5          2nd Sunday in Advent - Love

12/12         3rd Sunday in Advent - Joy

12/19         4th Sunday in Advent - Peace

12/24        Christmas Eve - Friday evening 8:00pm 

12/25        Christmas Day

Please note that Sunday 9:30am worship is IN PERSON (masks are required) at OBIC  and also

available on ZOOM.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE is at 8pm at OBIC and will also be on Zoom.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJgJVF7pSBQ


Best wishes to Matthew Lindberg as

he starts a new job at MIller's Grant.

Prayers of gratitude from the

Messenger family for the

continuing improvement of

Catherine.

Congratulations to Jillian Kelley for

completing her Masters of Science

degree, Clinical Nurse Leader, from

the University of Baltimore, School  of

Nursing, on December 16, 2021.

Prayers for continued healing for

Lucie Pelgrim as she recuperates

from back surgery.

Prayers for a speedy recovery for

Alice Frazier as she recently broke

her ankle.

Good wishes to Katherine Mueller

as she recuperates from a bad fall. 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Caleb Fox
Martha Poch
Lee Klinkenberg
Kevin Swanson
Eric Rosenberger
LouAnn Gilmer
Clinton Edwards
Clara Fitzgerald
Shelby Lederman
Phil Lindberg
Violet Smith-Rawson
Dennis Atkins
Elena Lederman
Paul Meyer

Happy
Birthday!



SECRET SANTAS NEEDED   There is still time to gift a child at Hickory Ridge Place with a

$25 holiday VISA or MasterCard gift card (this denomination is not available in our

prepaid card program). Check with Joanne Piersall (301-518-2125) on availability and get

your wrapped card with child’s name, but not yours, to Jeanette Rosenberger (410-458-

7287 6499 Spring Plow Lane, 21045) by December 11. 

HELP VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING  CUMC has supported these victims for many

years, often with gift bags at the holiday. This year HopeWorks, which serves human

trafficking survivors, is requesting needed  gift cards. See Delvin by Dec. 12, and thru

CUMC’s pre-paid card program purchase $25 or $50 gift cards for Target, VISA, Giant,

Safeway or Walmart indicating that they are for this project.  He will get all to Dea Atkins

for delivery. Saves you a wrap and delivery! Deadline December 12.

 

 

 

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

BE A SECRET SANTA

https://umcmission.org/august-2021/umcor-issues-first-grants-for-haiti-relief/


 
The Meaning Of Christmas

Far away in Bethlehem, a Baby Boy was born;
Born with neither riches nor with fame,

Yet Wise Men came from all around to bring to Him their
gifts,

And peace was felt by all who heard His name.
Angels watched Him as He slept, and gently rocked His

bed;
Their voices singing softly in His ear;

His Mother and His Father both gave thanks to God above
For the greatest gift of all, their Son, so dear

They knew His life upon this earth would not be filled with
wealth,

They also knew He would encounter strife;
But most of all, they knew that He would be a loving Child,

And teach the love of God throughout His life.
At Christmas, as we celebrate this Birth of Jesus Christ,

Let’s keep in mind the truth of Christmas Day;
For it’s not the Christmas wrappings, nor the gifts that lie

within,
But our gift of love to others in every way…

 
 

HOLIDAY LUNCH BUNCH at “The House of Seven Trees” on Thurs. Dec. 9 at 12pm. Lillian

Lehnert, 12300 Pleasant View Dr. Fulton, 20759 will welcome vaccinated CUMC women to

enjoy a delicious meal, carols and good visiting. Contact Judy Pittman 410-461-1207 to make

your reservation and note what dish you will bring. Deadline Dec. 5.

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

FELLOWSHIP OF  THE HEART

LUNCH BUNCH 



Our annual Christmas party will be held at the Messenger home on December 12th at

7:00pm. Please bring a plate of your favorite cookies to share. Pam Wilt will be at the

keyboard to help us celebrate the season!

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

COOKIES AND CAROLS 12/12/21 AT 7:00 



 

We celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month from Sept. 15 to Oct.15. Many now recognize Indigenous

Peoples’ Day in lieu of Columbus Day on the second Monday of Oct. The heritage of many

Hispanic people originating from Central and South America includes Indigenous Peoples such as

the Aztecs of central Mexico.

In 1521, exactly 500 years ago, the Aztec Emperor Cuauhtémoc surrendered to Cortes and the

Spanish. The Aztecs had built a thriving civilization of millions of people with technology, religion,

art and sports. They gave us chocolate and avocados (both the foods and the words) and they

built a great city, Tenochtitlan, and the pyramids that we marvel at to this day.

Some factors leading to the Aztecs demise resonate today. These include a small pox epidemic

introduced by the Spanish; alliances between the Spanish and some indigenous people who

were dissatisfied with Aztec rule; and Spanish horses and guns. Hundreds of thousands of Aztecs

perished in the invasion. After the conquest, Cortes razed Tenochtitlan and much Aztec culture

was lost forever. Sadly, all of this was done, presumably, in the name of Christianity.

David Burtnick

   

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

JUSTICE FOR HISPANIC PEOPLE



Do a study of creation care, using “Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and Action,” or other

Climate/Environmental resources with consultation and input from the BWC Creation Care Action &

Advocacy Team.

Support and encourage one or more members to do the EarthKeeper online training

(https://umcmission.org/EarthKeepers).

Create a Green Team that will organize to educate and activate their church in creation care by

encouraging relationships with Interfaith Power & Light (ipldmv.org) and Interfaith Partners for the

Chesapeake (interfaithchesapeake.org), both of which are important regional partners in creation

care.

Universal background checks on all gun purchases;

Ensuring all guns are sold through licensed gun retailers;

Prohibiting all individuals under restraining orders due to threat of violence from purchasing a gun;

Prohibiting those persons with serious mental disabilities who pose a danger to themselves and their

communities from purchasing a gun, ensuring greater access to services for people with a mental

disability;

Banning large-capacity ammunition magazines and weapons designed to fire multiple rounds each

time the trigger is pulled. This issue has been addressed at the federal level.

Promoting new technologies to aid law-enforcement agencies to trace crime guns and promote

public safety. 

Historically, our poor environmental choices have impacted most heavily and negatively on the poorest

among us. The Baltimore-Washington Conference recently took strong positions on environmental justice

issues in the form of these resolutions.

Creating a Green Baltimore-Washington Conference: This resolution committed the churches within

the Baltimore-Washington Conference to address “creation care” through one or more of the suggested

actions or others of their choosing:

The Maryland Environmental Human Rights (MDEHR) Amendment: Through this resolution the

Baltimore-Washington Conference endorsed the passage of the Maryland Environmental Human Rights

Amendment and encouraged BW congregations in Maryland to publicize this endorsement in their

respective church bulletins, newsletters, and on their websites.

 

Declare Gun Violence a Public Health Emergency in the BW Conference: This resolution called upon

every congregation in the BW Conference to respond to gun violence as a community-wide health care

emergency by entering into courageous conversation on the causes and effects of gun violence and by

taking steps to prevent violence. It affirmed “Our Call to End Gun Violence” (2016 UM Book of

Resolutions #3428) and prioritized several legislative initiatives:

Kevin Swanson

   

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

JUSTICE FOR ALL INCLUDES ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES!

 

JUSTICE FOR ALL COMMITTEE'S INTEREST CONCERING GUN VIOLENCE

https://umcmission.org/EarthKeepers
http://ipldmv.org/
http://interfaithchesapeake.org/


 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

Advent Devotional from the BWC's Advocacy and Action Ministries

A Message from Bishop Easterling

Advent Week 1 Devotional: Proclaiming Hope

Advent Week 2 Devotional: Pursuing Peace

Advent Week 3 Devotional: Celebrating Joy

Advent Week 4 Devotional: Sharing Love 

Click on the photo above to connect to:

https://www.bwcumc.org/ministries/advocacy-action/be-light/


 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

Baltimore Washington Annual Conference

This year’s Annual Conference took place Oct. 25 - 27, via Zoom, because of the Covid pandemic. There

were 7 resolutions passed, 2 of which included calls for all congregations in the Conference to take

action. See this issue’s Justice for All page for details.

The Conference also passed a resolution to endorse the passage of the Protocol of Reconciliation and

Grace Through Separation. The Protocol was created as a guide to a graceful Restructuring of the United

Methodist Church through Separation, if differences are found to be irreconcilable.

A summary of the overall conference, including more details and links to further information on these

resolutions appears at:

https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/stand-transform-rise-an-overview-of-the-baltimore-

washington-conference-session/ 

Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation FAQ:

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq

The next Annual Conference is scheduled for June 1-3, 2022 before the next General Conference in late

summer.

Kevin Fitzgerald

"It's  no t  how much we g i v e  bu t  how much
lov e  we pu t  in to g i v ing."

               — Mother There sa

https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/stand-transform-rise-an-overview-of-the-baltimore-washington-conference-session/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/stand-transform-rise-an-overview-of-the-baltimore-washington-conference-session/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq


Wouldn’t it be nice to finish all your shopping needs before mid-

December? Why not buy PREPAID CARDS to give as gifts? Keep

yourself safe by reducing the number of trips to the store and Mall

trying to find a special gift. To see an all inclusive list of cards that

can be ordered go to www.shopwithscrip.com. 

To determine the cards that are in stock please contact Delvin

Daniels. 

Delvin Daniels

Administrative Board  Minutes 2021-11-18

 
"So I say
to you, walk
with the wind,
brothers and
sisters, and let
the spirit of

peace and the
power of

everlasting love
be your
guide."

 
—John Lewis 

 
 
 

 

BUSINESS CORNER

The Holidays are Here!

Year-to-Date                         Actual                       Budget 

Revenue                                $58,872.61               $72.636.67.00

Expenses                               $62,314.01               $76,914.06

Surplus or (Deficit)                $(3,441.40)               $ (4,277.39)

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $ (78.21).                           (97.21)

Financial Information - October 

CUMC Administrative Board

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEwl50WGYw/GaxT6hCT24sivah9j-qjzQ/view?utm_content=DAEwl50WGYw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/brands


 
"The

greatness of a
community is

most
accurately

measured by
the

compassionate
actions of its
members, a

heart of grace,
and a soul

generated by
love."

 
— Coretta

Scott King 
 
 
 

 

Consider whether you are experiencing any of the following new

or worsening symptoms not explained by another medical

condition (such as allergies): a fever of 100.4°F or higher; or

having a sense of a fever, a cough, chills, sore throat, or muscle

aches that cannot be attributed to another health condition; new

shortness of breath or difficulty breathing; or a loss of taste or

smell.

Note: symptoms of fatigue, congestion or runny nose, nausea or

vomiting, diarrhea, or conjunctivitis (pink eye,) though less likely

to indicate Covid, may indicate some other contagious agent.

Consider whether in the last 10 days, you or anyone in your

household has been in a situation with a heightened risk of Covid

exposure, such as traveling in an airplane, attending a large

gathering, or being in a crowded indoor public space for more

than 30 minutes.

Consider whether you have particular risk factors for becoming

seriously ill from exposure to the coronavirus.

Please carefully consider the following information when deciding

whether to attend an OBIC event or worship in person. If you have

experienced a symptomatic Covid infection or any of the Covid risk

factors, please join us via Zoom until (1) you have had no fever for at

least 72 hours, without the use of fever-reducing medications; (2)

your other symptoms have improved; and (3) at least 7 days have

elapsed since your symptoms first appeared.

Due to the child care center located in the building, OBIC policy is

for all visitors to be masked while in the common areas of the

building. Additionally, the CUMC Reopening Well committee

requests that the use of each bathroom be limited to members of

one household at a time.

Clara Fitzgerald 

BUSINESS CORNER
OBIC COVID MITIGATIONS



PLEASE Consider!

This is an exciting time for CUMC as we are resuming to in-person worship, with a Zoom option for those

unable to attend. There have been some changes to the volunteer positions to facilitate this transition for

Advent. We need volunteers for the Altar Set-up, Acolyte, Altar Flowers, Liturgist, Reader, 2 Offering

Counters, 2 Ushers, and 2 Tech Team. The Tech Team is a new position responsible for Zoom functions.

These are the minimum number of people required to maintain our weekly worship service in this new

hybrid format. Many of you have participated by assisting with worship tasks faithfully for many years and

we are most appreciative. This is an opportunity to contribute in a new way, try new activities, or continue

with your favorites.

We are using an electronic sign up Sign-up Genius for all volunteer positions as was done this past July.

Use this link to Sign Up Genius 

(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-dec2021jan) and it will be provided in

the Wednesday email. We suggest that volunteers check Sign Up Genius on a regular basis to determine

if there are open positions available that fit their schedule. 

Contact Phil Lindberg (443-878-5218) for more information about becoming a Tech Team member.

Contact Dennis Atkins (410-499-1325) concerning other volunteer positions.  

VOLUNTEERS
MATTER

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-dec2021jan
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DA8AA2FA1F4C07-dec2021jan


 
CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity

We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to

share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the

Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of

different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical

abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and

multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.

https://cumcobic.org/calendar-2/

