
CHURCH DIRECTORY update will be sent to you in April with phone, email

and address connections.  Make sure your info is current and send changes

to Joanne Piersall now.

WEDNESDAY UPDATES can include your reminders of church related activity

when submitted to Judy Pittman by Tuesday evening.

MINISTRY MATTERS NEWSLETTER debuted last fall with a goal of

expanding and enhancing news, offering challenging thinking along with art,

photos and lots of color for your pleasure.

YOUTUBE provides an opportunity to view services that you may have

missed.

ZOOM connects us each week in worship services, prayer gatherings,

meetings and some activities. Sunday School has their own link.

CUMC WEBSITE is an external tool for those seeking information about

CUMC.  Congregants can also use it for the calendar, highlights, and

documents of church activity.

During these pandemic times, good COMMUNICATION is critical to staying

connected, informed and stimulated.   At CUMC we have worked toward

improving our “communication tools” and even added new formats like Zoom to

enhance our learning, planning and “connectedness.” 

THANKS LISA! for expanding our ability to COMMUNICATE and STAY

CONNECTED!  
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STAYING CONNECTED

 

OOPS! you don’t use the website???? Office

Administrator Lisa Lindberg has created a

simple tool to acquaint you, provide instruction

and help you navigate our website. Check out

part 1 by clicking on the photo.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCteGkrgWlaIXEwr1iGT1FLw/featured
https://youtu.be/khrxiOvnBp8


 

by Pastor Childs

 Before Lent I prayed just about daily and definitely once per week, as I

have a prayer partner.  You should try this.  My prayer partner is a

trusted friend and we come together once per week to pray.  Look for

someone you can trust, set a day and a time and get started.

Now during Lent, I have a prayer journal. I list the prayer requests there,

and every night before bed I pray, as that works best for me. (I am not

a morning person.)  I pause and just cry out to the Lord on behalf of

those who are in my sphere of influence.  I spend as much time as it

takes, usually about 30 minutes.  I feel and see the benefit of this and

plan to continue after Lent.

My hope is that everyone is using this time to reconnect by praying

more, reading scripture, or studying the word. Lent always gives us an

opportunity to get back to basics and reconnect to God. The question

is how are you using this time?

For the next book study, we will be using Bruce Wilkerson's book The

Dream Giver.  The book begins with a parable that will capture your

attention.  It reaffirms that each of us have been given a "Big Dream"

by God to pursue.  Wilkerson prods us to let go of the familiar, stand

up against the nay-sayers in our lives (Border Bullies) and follow our

dream into the Land of Promise.  I am excited about this study and

pray you will join in.  This study will begin after Easter.

I pray you are finding safe ways to enjoy our time with God.  Be safe,

relax and keep each other in prayer. 

                                                                  Rev. Childs

 

"There are three ways
to ultimate success.
The first way 
        is to be kind.
The second way
        is to be kind.
The third way 
        is to be kind."
      

     Mister Rogers

CLERGY 
CORNER



April Worship Notes

April 1 Maundy Thursday Service 7:30 PM

We have been invited to join Saint John United at 7:30 on their Zoom Link to commemorate the Last

Supper. Zoom link has been forwarded in the Wednesday email.

 

April 2 Good Friday Service 7:00 PM 

As we join Jesus at the cross, our Good Friday service will be a Service of Anointing. Please have a small

bowl of oil for the service (a tablespoon of olive oil or vegetable oil). We also invite people to create a

darkened space, perhaps by dimming the lights or light with a candle(s) (optional.)

 

April 4 Easter Sunday– HE LIVES!

Join the Easter Parade after our worship service 

celebration on Easter morning! Photo parade of

folks in their past Easter finery.

 

April 11 The Baltimore-Washington Conference is providing the morning Worship Service. 

Our District Superintendent, Rev. J.W. Park, will be delivering the message.

 

April 18 Earth Day Service 

A celebration of God’s Creation.

 

WORSHIP AND PRAISE



April Lectionary

April 1, 2021 Thursday of Holy Week 

Ex 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14, Ps 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837), 1 Cor 11:23-26, Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 2, 2021 Friday of Holy Week / Good Friday

Isa 52:13-53:12, Ps 22 (UMH 752), Heb 10:16-25, Jn 18:1-19:42

April 3, 2021 Holy Saturday / Easter Eve / Easter Vigil 

The number of readings may vary, but Exodus 14 and at least two other readings from the Old Testament

should be used in addition to the New Testament readings. Old Testament Readings and Psalms: Gen 1:1-

2:4a/Ps 136:1-9, 23-26 or Ps 33 (UMH 767); Gen 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13/Ps 46 (UMH 780); Gen 22:1-

18/Ps 16 (UMH 748); Ex 14:10-31; 15:20-21; Ex 15:1b- 13, 17-18 (UMH 135); Isa 55:1-11/Isa 12:2-6; Ezek 36:24-

28/Ps 42 (UMH 777); Ezek 37:1-14/Ps 143 (UMH 856); Second Reading

April 4, 2021 Easter Day 

Acts 10:34-43, Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)1 Cor 15:1-11, Jn 20:1-18 or Mk 16:1-8

April 11, 2021 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:32-35, Ps 133 (UMH 850), 1 Jn 1:1-2:2, Jn 20:19-31

April 18, 2021 3rd Sunday of Easter  Native American Ministries Sunday

Acts 3:12-19, Ps 4 (UMH 741), 1 Jn 3:1-7, Lk 24:36b-48

April 25, 2021 4th Sunday of Easter  World Malaria Day

Acts 4:5-12, Ps 23 (UMH 754 or 137), 1 Jn 3:16-24, Jn 10:11-18

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

Click on the photo to hear Kings

College Choir sing this hymn. 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMwPEmUMP7U


Jeanette Rosenberger
Layla Burtnick
Ben Mueller
Joanne Piersall
Kristin Lederman
Jamie Griffin
O’Nell Karr
Rev. Douglas Fox
Catherine Messenger
Daniel Klinkenberg
Scott Zoller-Gritz

Congratulations to Chloe

Swanson and Ian Watson on

their upcoming marriage April

2nd. The couple will be

relocating to Colorado this

summer.

Prayers for Cath  Messenger

as she deals with breast

cancer.

Paul and Tracy Klink have a

new granddaughter!

Congratulations to Shelby

Lederman and Ed Rude on

the birth (2/26) of their

daughter Rosalind Lederman

Rude.

Cleo Fox had successful heart

surgery and is now home with

her family in Lancaster, PA.

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Happy
Birthday!

Easter 2004 - It seems like just

yesterday to some of us! How many

of those sweet children can you

name?



Many of you coach teams, organize fundraisers, prepare meals, direct parking at

vaccine sites, serve on non-profit boards, mentor young teens, support computer

learners…and the list goes on.  April is National Volunteer Month so THANK YOU

for your contributions to our community!

CUMC could not function without our Volunteers.  Beyond the usual 12 that assist

with in-person worship, so many of you support our outreach and mission efforts.

Due to the pandemic, much of our recent volunteering has been replaced with

financial contributions or purchases for Board of Child Care, the Judy Center,

Secret Santa gifts…all needed and appreciated. HOWEVER, we will soon have

CUMC volunteers serving at Elizabeth House, preparing meals and driving for the

Warm Weather Shelter guests, delivering items to the Food Bank and clothing to the

Day Resource Center and much more.  VOLUNTEERING is part of our Biblical

heritage and who we are as Methodists. Whatever you do as a volunteer…THANKS!

Now consider celebrating Volunteer Month by thinking of new ways you can be

involved in representing CUMC and helping our community.  You will get more than

you give!

 

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

CELEBRATING VOLUNTEERS!
 



The Zoom Link for Sunday school is: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77893029525?

pwd=RWZueXlXQXdLSEh5RlRiYzVWcHpIdz09

Meeting ID: 778 9302 9525

Passcode: United

Sunday school continues to meet on Zoom.  The

theme for the month of April is "A Time for

Decision."

Students will learn how to better use the Bible

for study, examine life's priorities and

determine appropriate responses to God's

holiness and how to develop a deeper spiritual

life with God.

"Bestselling author Bruce Wilkinson shows how to identify and overcome the obstacles that

keep millions from living the life they were created for. He begins with a compelling modern-

day parable about Ordinary, who dares to leave the Land of Familiar to pursue his Big Dream.

With the help of the Dream Giver, Ordinary begins the hardest and most rewarding journey of

his life. Wilkinson gives readers practical, biblical keys to fulfilling their own dream, revealing

that there's no limit to what God can accomplish when we choose to pursue the dreams He

gives us for His honor."

The Education Committee will offer a new book

discussion group after Easter. The Dream Giver,

by Bruce Wilkerson, will be led by Rev. Childs.

Click on the photo of the book to order your

copy from Amazon.

ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

EDUCATION NOTES

New Book Discussion Group

"Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. Learn to do right."   - Isaiah 1:16b -17a

                                                                                                          

Summary from Amazon

https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Giver-Bruce-Wilkinson/dp/159052201X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+dream+giver+by+bruce+wilkerson&qid=1616181406&sr=8-1


I Asked

 

I asked for strength and

Gad gave me difficulties to make me strong.

I asked for wisdom and

God gave me problems to solve.

I asked for prosperity and

God gave me brawn and brains to work.

I asked for courage and

God gave me dangers to overcome.

I asked for patience and 

God placed me in situations where I was forced to wait.

I asked for love and

God gave me troubled people to help.

I asked for favors and

God gave me opportunities.

I received nothing I wanted and 

I received everything I needed.

My prayers have all been answered.

 

www.spirituallythinking.blogspot.com 

Lunch Bunch continues meeting the second

Thursday of each month. Women of CUMC are

invited to enjoy lunch and a visit. Usually various

women host in their homes and all enjoy a pot

luck meal and good conversation. In recent

months, we have maintained the tradition via

Zoom. It is not a membership group; just find a

computer or phone and visit with your church

sisters. Watch for the invitation and Zoom

connection and join us on April 8th.

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

Note that after each Sunday Zoom service, there is an optional, brief time for fellowship.  While snacks are

missing, the comradery allows a time to catch up with others and hear what going on in their lives. Check it

out!

ZOOM LUNCH BUNCH

FELLOWSHIP OF  THE HEART

FELLOWSHIP HOUR



The CUMC community is invited to participate in LGBTQ+ Allyship Training on April 12th at 7:00 PM

via the church zoom link. This training is sponsored by the Justice for All Ministry and will be led by

Wendy Newton.  This discussion focuses on introducing terminology and issues surrounding the

LGBTQ+ community, and providing participants with tools to become an active ally to this and other

minority or marginalized communities. While this conversation was originally designed for a work place

community, it is being adapted for CUMC's justice ministry. Please come with your questions. This will

be a very safe space to explore each of our own biases and grow with our faith community.

   

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

Because Jesus stood in our place, everyone is welcomed by God. In this

Easter season, let us consciously welcome all into our church community. 

What were they up to and when was this picture taken? How many

current members of the Justice for All Ministry are in this photo?
 

A Special Opportunity

The Easter story tells us that God’s grace is given for all. The Justice for All ministry says “Amen” to that

statement! God’s grace is given for all! CUMC is striving to be an anti-racist church and is a member of

the Reconciling Ministries Network and is committed to sharing God’s grace with all.  

Bob Goff gives a definition of who “all” is in his devotional, Live in Grace. Walk in Love. He states,

“Everyone is made in the image of God, so every person reflects a part of God’s creative expression in

this world one way or another. Think about the people God has put in your life already and the

characteristics you see in them that inform your understanding of God.” (p. 63) Goff also says “When

we pay attention to the people around us, we find a lot of people who are rejected by others and

loved by Jesus. Those are the ones God wants us to move toward, and when we move towards them,

we’ll learn a lot about the God who moves toward us too.” (p. 74) 



   

April is National Autism Awareness Month 

Autism and neurodiversity have been named “The Invisible Minority.” In 2020, the CDC reported that

approximately 1 in 54 children in the U.S. is diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD.) This is

comprised of 1 in 34 boys, and 1 in 144 girls.  People diagnosed with autism face many challenges in our

society that is not inclusive to them, so during Autism Awareness month, it is important for us all to learn

more about autism so that we can work towards creating a more inclusive society.  

So, what exactly is Autism? It is said, “When you have met one person with autism, you have met one

person with autism.”  This emphasizes the great diversity that exists on the autism spectrum. Well known

author and researcher, Dr. Stephen Shore states, “While the commonalities of people on the autism

spectrum include differences in communication, social interaction, sensory receptivity, and highly

focused interests, it’s important to understand that the constellation of these characteristics blend

together differently for each individual. This is why some on the spectrum are good at mathematics

while others may be good in their arts, sports, or writing – just like the rest of humanity. Autism is an

extension of the diversity found in the human gene pool.” 

If, instead of defining people with autism by deficits, they are defined by their strengths, one may

observe: relationships characterized by absolute loyalty, ability to regard others at face value without

sexist, age-ist, or cultural biases, an eye for details, unique problem-solving perspectives, a passion for

truth and justice! Early intervention affords the best opportunity to support healthy development and

deliver benefits across the lifespan. It can improve learning, communication and social skills, as well as

underlying brain development. Autism affects all ethnic and socioeconomic groups, but minority groups

tend to be diagnosed later and less often. Nearly two-thirds of children with autism between the ages

of 6 and 15 have been bullied.  

Teens with autism receive healthcare transition services half as often as those with other special

healthcare needs. Young people whose autism is coupled with associated medical problems are even

less likely to receive transition support. Many young adults with autism do not receive any healthcare

for years after they stop seeing a pediatrician. Nearly half of 25-year-olds with autism have never held

a paying job. They tend to remain unemployed and unenrolled in higher education in the two years

after high school. This is a lower rate than that of young adults in other disability categories, including

learning disabilities, intellectual disability or speech-language impairment. Research demonstrates that

job activities that encourage independence reduce autism symptoms and increase daily living skills.  

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

See their strengths clearly and regard their struggles

with patience and support. 

Recognize and praise the traits the individual values in

him/herself, in addition to achievements that

demonstrate social growth (“What an intelligent idea!”) 

Accept and accommodate different social interaction

styles and interests, and have a good sense of humor!

Three helpful practical responses to persons diagnosed with

Autism are: 

 



What the Bible and the United Methodist Church say

Three things you can do 

Related resources. 

This year has been unlike any other in our lifetime. With a global pandemic and massive disasters due to

radical weather patterns, it is important to understand where the United Methodist Church stands when

it comes to Environmental Justice.

"All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it. Water, air,

soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space are to be valued and conserved because

they are God’s creation and not solely because they are useful to human beings.”

— United Methodist Social Principles, ¶160

The United Methodist Creation Care Ministry is divided into four main divisions. By clicking on the photos

below you will be taken to the Baltimore Washington Conference website that gives a summary of each

including: 

Earth Day - April 22, 2021

 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

Clean Water - Water is an integral part of

our physical and spiritual life together.

Food Justice - We seek to embrace a food

economy based on the values of stewardship,

sustainability and justice.

Sustainability - We strive for a world where all

God’s children share in the abundance of creation.

Climate Justice - We are committed to ministries that

address both the impacts and root causes of the climate

crisis.

https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/the-natural-world-160
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-we-care-about/environmental-justice/clean-water
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-we-care-about/environmental-justice/climate-justice
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-we-care-about/environmental-justice/food-justice
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-we-care-about/environmental-justice/sustainability


The United Methodist Church’s top lawmaking assembly, the General Conference, has been postponed

due to complications of holding a worldwide meeting of bishops, interpreters and additional staff during

the COVID-19 pandemic. The 16-hour time difference between the Philippines and the US West Coast,

and the inequity of internet availability, prevented a virtual 2021 full General Conference. The current

schedule is for the worldwide in-person General Conference to take place Aug. 29 - Sept. 6, 2022, in

Minneapolis.

A special one-day General Conference has been arranged for May 8, 2021, to consider many critical

needs for the continuation of church function.          This May 8th meeting will not consider any proposals

to split the denomination. The Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation will not be

considered at that time. To read this important document go to this link.          

The Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation was produced by a collection of United

Methodist leaders, including our own Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, in response to the decisions from the

Special Session in 2019. That 2019 meeting adopted the Traditional Plan as its response to LGBTQ+         

 (non-)inclusion in the United Methodist Church. The Traditionalist Plan strengthens language in the Book

of Discipline that bars LGBTQ+ clergy and forbids same-sex marriage.

The Protocol was intended to open the door for new denominations to break away from the United

Methodist Church. There are both traditionalist and liberationist groups that have already established

plans to depart.  Check them out.                                                        

      

 

 

The preamble of the Protocol describes the way forward: "We envision an amicable separation in The

United Methodist Church that would provide a pathway to new denominations of the Methodist

movement and a restructuring of The United Methodist Church. These new denominations, though

separate, will continue the rich heritage of the Methodist movement, while being free to share their

respective witnesses for Christ unhindered by those with whom they have been in conflict. " The one-

page preamble is well worth reading.                                 

 

What's Happening with the UM General Conference?

 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

LiberationistTraditionalist Traditionalist

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/general-conference-postponed-until-2022
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/united-methodist-court-upholds-traditional-plans-ban-lgbtq-clergy-same-sex-marriage
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/12+legislations+to+be+decided+by+the+2021+special+session+of+general+conference.pdf
http://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislationWe%20envision%20an%20amicable%20separation%20in%20The%20United%20Methodist%20Church%20that%20would%20provide%20a%20pathway%20to%20new%20denominations%20of%20the%20Methodist%20movement%20and%20a%20restructuring%20of%20The%20United%20Methodist%20Church.%20These%20new%20denominations,%20though%20separate,%20will%20continue%20the%20rich%20heritage%20of%20the%20Methodist%20movement,%20while%20being%20free%20to%20share%20their%20respective%20witnesses%20for%20Christ%20unhindered%20by%20those%20with%20whom%20they%20have%20been%20in%20conflict.
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/8-bishops-join-in-planning-new-denomination
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/new-progressive-methodist-denomination-starts
https://wesleyancovenant.org/2021/02/19/go-global-the-2021-global-gathering-of-the-wesleyan-covenant-association-2/
http://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislationWe%20envision%20an%20amicable%20separation%20in%20The%20United%20Methodist%20Church%20that%20would%20provide%20a%20pathway%20to%20new%20denominations%20of%20the%20Methodist%20movement%20and%20a%20restructuring%20of%20The%20United%20Methodist%20Church.%20These%20new%20denominations,%20though%20separate,%20will%20continue%20the%20rich%20heritage%20of%20the%20Methodist%20movement,%20while%20being%20free%20to%20share%20their%20respective%20witnesses%20for%20Christ%20unhindered%20by%20those%20with%20whom%20they%20have%20been%20in%20conflict.


Administrative Board  Minutes 2021-03-09

Year-to-Date                 Actual                Budget

Revenue                       $8,997.71            $14,527.33

Expenses                     $13,153.57            $15,279.83

Surplus or (Deficit)     ($4,155.86)            ($752.50)

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week ($461.76)

To encourage, strengthen, nurture, support and respect the pastor, and staff and their families.

To promote unity in the church.

To confer with and counsel the pastor and staff on the manners pertaining to the effectiveness  of

ministry; relationships with the congregation; the pastor’s health and self-care, conditions that

may impede the effectiveness in ministry; and to interpret the nature and function of the ministry.

The Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) works closely with the pastor and staff concerning their

relationship with the congregation and the entire work of the church.  The staff consists of Pastor

Zelda Childs; Lisa Lindberg, Administrative Assistant; and Ching-Ju Cheng, Musician.  

The following are just some of the SPRC duties listed in the United Methodist Book of Discipline:

1.

2.

3.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to any member of the SPRC: Lillian Lehnert,

Chairperson, Dea Atkins, Janice Battle, Kevin Fitzgerald, Warren Kelley, Mary Jo Messenger, Becky

Nicodemus, and Pam Wilt.  

 
"Relationships are

based on four
principles: respect,
understanding,
acceptance, and
appreciation." 

 
Mahatma Gandhi

 

BUSINESS CORNER
Financial Information - February 

CUMC Administrative Board

What is SPRC?

You Have to Shop, So Help CUMC in the Process!
The purchase of prepaid cards is a way to raise funds for our church

with no additional cost to you. There is a wide variety of cards in stock

that are available for immediate purchase.  You may also go to

shopwithscrip.com           to see the complete list of cards that you can

order.  Either way, contact Delvin Daniels.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAET-SfxmQ0/G7V0LDey51Ew9p7IarGa8A/view?utm_content=DAET-SfxmQ0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelinkhttps://www.canva.com/design/DAEZBoXKB8w/9M8ielaNBa2pNsFnWq2x5w/view?utm_content=DAEZBoXKB8w&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/


 
CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity

We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to

share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the

Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of

different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical

abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and

multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.


