
Who was the first African American bishop in the UMC?

True or False, Black History Month is only celebrated in the United

States.

What United Methodist church is named after one of the founding

fathers of Gospel music?

Mother African Zoar Methodist Church in Philadelphia housed

____________.

 After the Civil war, what trailblazing African American woman

went to college, owned a business, and became a Methodist

missionary?

Black History Month is a time to celebrate the accomplishments of

African Americans who have not received adequate attention in U.S.

history books and classrooms. How much do we know? Try this short

quiz. Click on the photo below to see all 10 questions and answers.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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It is my prayer and hope that the

teachings on prayer have been a

blessing to you.  I plan to finish the

study on prayer in the next

newsletter with a break down on

the Lord's Prayer and explain how

you can use it as a prayer outline. If

you use this outline, you will be in

prayer for one hour.  It is based on

a book that is out of print (but can

be found online) Could You Not

Tarry One Hour by Larry Lea.  It is

an easy read and it encourages

you to pray.  Please feel free to let

me know if there are other topics

you would like to read in these

articles. 

Our book study on White Fragility is

coming to a close.  There have

been some difficult conversations

in a safe environment.  We have

discussed racism in general,

institutional racism, and how racism

is dealt with or not dealt with in

our world.  You are still

encouraged to join us since we

have not completed this study

(Tues. 6:30-8PM on the church

Zoom link.)  The next book study,

date and other details will be

announced soon.

Last year was a rough year for

most of us, but we made it.  God is,

has been, and will always be

faithful to us.  We witnessed and

dealt with unimaginable things. 

 There were moments I felt like I

couldn't go on.  However, we have

a new administration in Washington

and the future does look brighter. 

 Let's keep the outgoing

administration in prayer as well as

the new administration. Since we

are still in the midst of a pandemic,

please reach out to people you do

not see in our Zoom services.

                Rev. Childs

"Nothing can
stop the power
of a committed
and determined
people to make a
difference in our
society. Why?
Because
human beings
are the most
dynamic link to
the divine on this
planet."

John Lewis

by Pastor Childs

 

CLERGY 
CORNER



February: Black History Month
February 07, 2021 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Isa 40:21-31, Ps 147:1-11, 20c (UMH 859), 1 Cor 9:16-23, Mk 1:29-39

February 14, 2021 Transfiguration Sunday, Scouting Sunday, Valentine's Day

2 Kings 2:1-12, Ps 50:1-6 (UMH 783), 2 Cor 4:3-6, Mk 9:2-9

February 17, 2021 Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Ps 51:1-17 (UMH 785), 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10, Mt 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 21, 2021 1st Sunday in Lent 

Gen 9:8-17, Ps 25: 1-10 (UMH 756), 1 Pet 3:18-22, Mk 1:9-15

February 28, 2021 2nd Sunday in Lent 

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16, Ps 22:23-31 (UMH 752), Rom 4:13-25, Mk 8:31-38

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

Click on the photo to hear and see moments from the

Civil Rights movement. 

Oh Freedom - The Golden Gospel Singers

Lent with Saint John United Church 

For the last several years, we have observed some of the special days in Lent with our sister church, Saint

John United Church (SJU). This year SJU will host Ash Wednesday.  The Zoom link will be sent out with the

Wednesday Update.  The service will also be streaming live on their YouTube page.  They have invited us

to their Maundy Thursday Service on April 1, and we will host the Good Friday service on April 2.

February 14 Transfiguration Sunday
In Matthew’s Gospel, God says of Jesus at his baptism, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well

pleased.” (Matt 3:17) On Transfiguration Sunday, God announces from the cloud, “This is my Son, the

Beloved, with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” (Matt 17:5) Is there a note of exasperation that arose

in the intervening fourteen chapters? Possibly not, but the “listen to him” does seem to jump out. This

event has puzzled Christians for centuries, and sometimes the best response is simply to stand in awe.

February 17 Ash Wednesday at Saint John United 7:30 PM
Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before

God within the community of faith. The focus is on the dual themes of sin and death in the light of God's

redeeming love in Jesus Christ.

March 28      Palm Sunday

April 1            Maundy Thursday hosted by Saint John United Church 7:30PM

April 2           Good Friday hosted by CUMC

April 4           EASTER / RESURRECTION DAY    “HE LIVES!”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veiJLhXdwn8&list=RDQMPmLbbUcqoXs&index=1


WORSHIP AND PRAISE



Tom Alsbrooks   
Mary Ellebracht 
Sherry Elswick
Anthony Johnson  
Dylan Griffin
McKenna Griffin  
Raymond Burtnick 
Lucie Pelgrim

Birthday wishes to Mary

Ellebracht who celebrates 96

years on February 7th.

Kristin Lederman and Kedysha

Daniels Prayers for health and

safety as they work to care for

others in hospitals.

Cleo Fox Prayers for baby Cleo

and her family.

Prayers for Joanne Piersal as she

recuperates from surgery.

WELCOME BACK!  Karen Ohlrich

has transferred her membership to

CUMC after leaving many years

ago to live in other parts of the

country. She was one of 22

charter (original) members in 1975

when CUMC began.

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Happy
Birthday!

Valentine's Day - Share the LOVE!

The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched. They must be
felt with the heart. –Helen Keller
Love does not dominate; it cultivates. –Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

It’s been almost a year since we have been able to “BE” with each

other, and while ZOOM is great, it doesn’t allow the hugs, handshakes

or smiles so overflowing on Sunday mornings.  

Let’s try to create a some of that “connectedness” this Valentine’s Day.

How about sending a Valentine’s card, email, text, phone call or even

delivering a balloon or goodies?  Think of a few in the congregation

who would be delighted to hear from you…kids, young people, those

who live alone, and others will find Valentine’s Day a little brighter

because YOU cared.  If you don’t have a Church Directory for info,

please email our Administrator at admin@cumcobic.org and Lisa will

email one to you. Target:  Valentine’s Day…and remember if mailing

the P.O. is having “challenges,” so earlier rather than later.



 COUNT YOUR LETTERS  CUMC has

supported the Judy Center several times as

they serve families of preschoolers in the

Owen Brown neighborhood.  In the fall, we

donated many boxes of crayons.  Now they

need magnetic letters and numbers to share

with children learning at home.  Please

contact Jeanette Rosenberger and drop at

her home by February 23rd.

 

YOUR SUPPORT WILL BE APPRECIATED  Elizabeth House maintains a pantry in

addition to serving meals to the homeless residents of southern Howard County,

Their greatest needs for the food pantry are: diapers (sizes 1 & 6), baby wipes,

corn, diced or crushed tomatoes, jelly or jam, 1 or 2 lb. bags of dry beans,

ready-to-serve soup, and pasta sauce. Donation times are Thursday and

Saturday mornings, 9:30 AM-12 Noon at their location 308 Gorman Ave., Laurel,

MD 20707. Thanks for considering!

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

THE JUDY CENTER

ELIZABETH HOUSE



The Zoom Link for Sunday school is: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77893029525?

pwd=RWZueXlXQXdLSEh5RlRiYzVWcHpIdz09

Meeting ID: 778 9302 9525

Passcode: United

Sunday school is well underway for 2021.  The

theme for the month of February is

"Compassion."

"I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,

that my salvation may reach to the ends of the

earth." - Isaiah 49:6b

College scholarships are available thru the BW Conference for qualified students attending

college and HS students entering in the fall. The application process closes Mar. 24. Rev.

Childs has offered to write a letter of support for CUMC applicants. For details clink on the

link. 

A Confirmation Class for students

ages 12 - 16 will be offered this spring.

Please let Rev. Childs know of your

interest.

ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

EDUCATION NOTES

A Student Opportunity

Lenten Resource

College Scholarships

The Education Ministry is preparing a devotional for

Lent which begins February 17. It will be available

soon.

http://www.bwcumc.org/administration/local-church-resources/scholarships/


FELLOWSHIP  HOUR

Rosa

 

How she sat there,

the time right inside a place

so wrong it was ready.

 

That trim name with 

its dream of a bench

to rest on. Her sensible coat.

 

Doing nothing was the doing:

the clean flame of her gaze

carved by a camera flash.

 

How she stood up

when they bent down to retrieve 

her purse. That courtesy. 

                        --  Rita Dove

 

Lunch Bunch continues meeting the second

Thursday of each month.  Women of CUMC are

invited to enjoy lunch and a visit.  Usually various

women host in their homes and all enjoy a pot luck

meal and good conversation. In recent months, we

have maintained the tradition via Zoom. It is not a

membership group; just find a computer or phone

and visit with your church sisters. Watch for the

invitation and Zoom connection and join us on

February 11th.

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

Note that after each Sunday Zoom service, there is an optional, brief time for fellowship.  While snacks are

missing, the comradery allows a time to catch up with others and hear what going on in their lives. Check it

out!

ZOOM LUNCH BUNCH

FELLOWSHIP OF  THE HEART

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

from On the Bus with Roas Parks (W W Norton & Co., 1999, by Rita Dove. In 1993 Rita Dove became the

American Poet Laureate–—the youngest person ever to receive this honor.



As the Justice for All Ministry plans for the celebration of Black History Month at CUMC, our hope

is that all people of any race and gender will be recognized as a part of taught and recorded

history based on their contributions.  May we all work toward that worthy goal! 

A little history: Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by African

Americans and a time for recognizing the central role of blacks in U.S. history.  Also known as

African American History Month, the event grew out of “Negro History Week”, the brainchild of

noted historian Carter G. Woodson and other prominent African Americans. It was initially

sponsored in 1926. In 1969 black educators and the Black United Students at Kent State University,

proposed a formal celebration which began a year later in 1970. 

 In 1976 President Gerald Ford recognized the “too often neglected accomplishments of black

Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history” in a speech to mark the United

States Bicentennial.  Now a widely recognized month of celebration, recognition, and debate,

Black History Month is designated in other countries as well, including Canada and the United

Kingdom.   

Although there is no overall coordinating body, the Association for the Study of African American

Life and History (established 1915) provides a theme each year to focus the attention of the

public. The 2021 theme is The Black Family: Representation, Identity and Diversity. The family

offers a rich tapestry of images for exploring the African American past and present.  

CUMC’s Celebration: We’d like to combine highlighting African Americans who have helped

shape our history and families per the theme of 2021 by asking for volunteer families to share an

African American whose history has touched their family. We’d ask that they share during the

Justice Minute on all four Sundays in February. Suzanne James will manage the schedule. Please

contact her if your family is interested. (shjames4@gmail.com)   More information:  See the

attached web page on this years Virtual Festival.

   

JUSTICE FOR ALL
Matters

Black History Month at CUMC

https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/
https://asalh.org/the-asalh-2021-black-history-month-festival/


Youth Leader Training          

Addressing Racism

Human Rights

Mental Health and Depression

Faith in the Time of COVID

Life After HIgh School

ROCK, the Baltimore-Washington Conference retreat for United Methodist youth and their leaders will be a

free interactive online event this year. Some of the topics to be included this year are:         

Registration for ROCK is required. Click the link button to register.

 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

ROCK(ISH) Is Scheduled for February 5 - 6

Part 1: Who Are We as a People of God?

Part 2: Who Are We as the People called
Methodists?      

Part 3: Who Are We as the People of the
Baltimore-Washington Conference? 

Click on the photo below to hear Bishop Easterling's Introduction. 

https://arenaweb.bwcumc.org/default.aspx?page=3452&event=5909
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_znHcnJytoQ&feature=emb_logo


Administrative Board  Minutes 2021-01-12

Year-to-Date                 Actual                Budget

Revenue                      $84,915.89            $87,264.00

Expenses                     $74,188.77            $83,094.12

Surplus or (Deficit)        $9,727.12               $4,169.88

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $187.06

 
"“I believe

we are here on
the planet

Earth to live,
grow up and
do what we
can to make
this world a

better place for
all people to

enjoy freedom." 
 

Rosa Parks
 

 BUSINESS CORNER
Financial Information - December

CUMC Administrative Board

The pre-paid card sale continues as a major fundraiser for CUMC.  Due to

challenges with the P.O., Delvin Daniels will be personally delivering the

cards to your home.  Email d_daniels 1120@comcast.net to order Giant,

WalMart, CVS, VISA, Amazon and others.

New Procedure for Pre-paid Cards 

Pledge Catch-Up Time 

Twenty-two  of the thirty-two pledges for 2020 were paid in full.  THANK

YOU!  There is still time to catch up by writng “Pledge 2020” in the memo

line of the check that you send to CUMC at OBIC.  Contact Financial

Secretary Fred Mueller if you have questions.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAET-SfxmQ0/G7V0LDey51Ew9p7IarGa8A/view?utm_content=DAET-SfxmQ0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink


 
CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

We Celebrate Diversity

We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to

share God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the

Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of

different races, nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical

abilities. By being part of The Reconciling Ministries Network, Christ UMC, a diverse and

multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all.

http://cumcobic.org/calendar-2/

