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Check out the new format of the CUMC monthly newsletter!  The

Communications Committee wants to offer an uplifting, positive

publication that provides a broader view of our people and activities

while still providing the essential news.  

During this pandemic, we all feel a need for “connectivity” which is hard

to achieve without in-person contact.  We hope “Ministry

Matters” contributes to the values of caring, inclusion and spiritual

growth which have always been the essence of CUMC, and helps YOU

to feel more connected to our church family. 

YOUR INPUT IS APPRECIATED.   We welcome your feedback and

contributions.  If you have a great photo of a church activity, would like

more info on a specific topic, have a wonderful poem or quote that

might make a reader feel good etc., please send to any member of The

Communications Committee.  Do you like the many photos and links?  Is

there a category of “news” that you would like included? Do you have

an unanswered question?   Your input will be welcomed. Thanks!

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  Toni Klinkenberg, Mary Jo Messenger,

Judy Pittman

WELCOME TO ALL!
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Many thanks to those who are

making this newsletter with this

wonderful new format possible. 

We are all looking forward to

the articles, pictures and links.  I

am sure support is needed, so if

you find interesting/fascinating

items to be considered, send

them to someone on the

Communications

Committee.  Who knows it just

might make the cut.

Early in my ministry the Lord

gave me a sense of urgency

about prayer and praying.  Ever

since I have wanted to pass this

sense of urgency on to

everyone.  I currently belong to

three prayer ministries. I have

conducted a number of

workshops and retreats on

prayer; so going forward, I plan

to write a series of articles on 

prayer.  What is prayer anyway?

Why are we commanded to

pray?  Is the Lord's Prayer a

prayer just to be said or can it

be used in other ways?  I hope

you will be excited about these

teachings and I encourage you

to share them with your family

and friends.

Please remember to reach out

to CUMC people you are not

seeing.  I understand that Zoom

does not appeal to all, so some

are not attending in this virtual

environment.  However, we

want them to know we miss

them and want them to stay

connected.

Continue to be safe, wash your

hands regularly, wear your

mask!

"Please
remember to
reach out to
people you are
not seeing. . .we
want them to
know we miss
them and want
them to stay
connected."

by Pastor Childs

CLERGY 
CORNER



Much Deserved Vacation! Pastor Childs will be taking a much deserved vacation the week of

September 20.  Due to all of the extra work and stress placed upon pastors as a result of the pandemic,

Bishop Easterling asked all churches to allow their pastors an extra 4 days of respite.  Pastor Childs will

be extending her week at the beach!  We wish our pastor a wonderful, restful time!

While she is gone, we can look forward to hearing from the Rev. Jack Day, who was active at CUMC

many years ago and is a clergy member of the charge conference. He will be preaching on

September 20; and long time member, Paul Meyer, will be giving the message on September 27. For

pastoral emergencies 9/19-10/2, please contact Judy Pittman who will immediately forward your

information to Rev. Day.

The Revised Common Lectionary for September: Season of Creation 

September 6, 2020 14th Sunday after Pentecost (Labor Day Sept. 7) Ex 12:1–14; Ps 149 or Ps 148 (UMH

861); Romans 13:8–14; Mt 18:15–20 

September 13, 2020 15th Sunday after Pentecost Ex 14:19–31; Ex 15:1b-11, 20–21 (UMH 135); Rom 14:1–12; Mt

18:21–35 

September 20, 2020 16th Sunday after Pentecost Ex 16:2–15; Ps 105:1–6, 37–45 or Ps 78 (UMH 799); Phil

1:21–30; Mt 20:1–16 

September 27, 2020 17th Sunday after Pentecost Ex 17:1–7; Ps 78:1–4, 12–16 (UMH 799); Phil 2:1–13; Mt

21:23–32

Rally Day is an annual celebration and time to renew the spirit, life and joy of our congregation. We

celebrate the children as they begin the Sunday School year. We pray for their teachers who are dedicating

themselves to teaching the future of our Church. In addition, we focus on our own learning as we grow in

faith. Wear your CUMC T-shirt, or wear a black T-shirt to Zoom Church!

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

Roedean School (SA) - Hallelujah - 

Click on photo to the right to play.

Song for the Pandemic

Rally Day — An Annual Celebration — September 13th

Grandparents Day — September 13th
We will also be celebrating Grandparents Day. Email one picture depicting the joys of being a

grandparent, or a picture of you and your grandparents, to Phyllis Kelley for a special slide show!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3y51WWrYodI


.

Joanne Piersall Prayers for

Joanne who is dealing with leg

wounds.

Kristin Lederman and

Kedysha Daniels Prayers for

health and safety as they work

to care for others in hospitals.

Cleo Fox Prayers for baby Cleo

and her family.

Eric Rosenberger Prayers of

healing for Eric after his recent

eye surgery.

Jacqueline Campbell, mother

of Rev. Childs, is recovering

from hip surgery.

Bob Kobayashi, welcome

home! After 5 years working for

the Army Corps of Engineers in

Wiesbaden, Germany, his 4th

assignment in Germany, Bob

has returned and is living in

Columbia and ready to return to

CUMC. It’s great to have Bob

back with us!

.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Anthony Johnson Prayers of

healing for Anthony as he deals

with serious illness.

Kristin Lederman

Congratulations on recently

being hired as a Nurse

Practitioner at Howard County

General Hospital.

Lillian Lehnert Prayers of

comfort and strength for Lillian

as she cares for her cousin

Karen and her friend Jim. 

OUR BUSY YOUNG PEOPLE   Good luck to all young adults heading

back to campus or virtual classes this month.  Matthew, Brenna and

Joshua Lindberg will be at Howard Community College; Lucas

Burtnick is a senior at Salisbury University while Sophia begins at

Fashion Institute of Technology; Amber and Heather Wynne are

back at Hampton University; Attiya Daniels is an R.A. at Roanoke

College; Nic Fitzgerald returns to University of W. VA; Natalie

Kelley is a senior at University of MD while Jillian is at University of

MD grad school; Sara Swanson has transferred to Hood College

and Katie Swanson is pursuing her Master’s at University of

Dayton.   

Several of our “twenty-somethings” are busy in the world of work.

Eric and Tyler Rosenberger, Raymond Burtnick, Shelby Lederman

Rude, Brendan Barnett, Sam Swirdovich and Chloe Swanson are

all earning a paycheck!

Emily Griffin    

Ellie Zoller-Gritz  

Thomas Gilmer  

Jillian Kelley  

Linda Nash  

Siah Johnson   

Wendy Newton   

Happy
Birthday!

Bob

Attiya



The Day Resource Center needs juice pouches, bottled water, canned salmon, sardines,

Gatorade, canned beans (black, pinto, kidney), canned vegetables (corn, peas, and mixed

vegetables), and individual hand wipes. Staff will be in the center from 10 AM to 1 PM on

Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays to receive food donations. They are not able to

accept clothing donations at this time. For directions and volunteer opportunities click on

the photo below to connect to their website.

The Food Bank is critically busy and they

welcome your individual donations at their

site, 9385 Gerwig Lane, Columbia 21046,

between 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM, Monday

through Friday. Financial donations are

desperately needed. You can mail them to

Community Action Council (Food Bank on

memo line) 9820 Patuxent Woods Drive,

#100, Columbia 21046, or donate on their

website. Click on the photo to go to the

website.

 

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

The Judy Center, which supports Owen Brown pre-schoolers and their

families, is located next to Cradlerock School.  They are seeking

donations of crayons, both regular size and large, fat ones for little

hands. Drop your donations off to Jeanette Rosenberger by September

21.  Please call and do not leave crayons in the heat.

HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK

DAY RESOURCE CENTER

THE JUDY CENTER

http://www.daycenter.org/
https://www.cac-hc.org/get-involved/donate-2-2-2-2/


As we struggle to make sense of a pandemic world and to raise our voices to cry out for

justice for all, we will seek to gain understanding and insights through our study of racial

justice. Our fall book study will start October 5th. The book has not been chosen yet but some

of the popular books at this time are featured below. Click on the picture to read more about

a particular book. Watch the Wednesday Updates for more information from Tracy Klink.

ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTING SEPTEMBER 20TH

Connecting with each other and with

God's Word

Studying God's Word together and

finding key themes and takeaways

Exploring key themes and takeaways

through activities and crafts

Responding to God's Word by applying

it to life

Regina Burtnick, assisted by Tracy Klink, will

teach our youth again this year. Each week,

students focus on these four areas:

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

NEW ZOOM BOOK STUDY

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/oct/11/how-to-be-an-antiracist-by-ibram-x-kendi-review
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/articles/so-you-want-to-talk-about-race-by-ijeoma-oluo/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/06/18/white-fragility-is-real-white-fragility-is-flawed/
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/06/887646740/me-and-white-supremacy-helps-you-do-the-work-of-dismantling-racism
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/running-deeper-than-race-americas-caste-system/2020/07/30/501af19a-c7a5-11ea-a99f-3bbdffb1af38_story.html
https://lawatthemargins.com/lessons-learned-angela-davis-book-freedom-constant-struggle/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Fire-This-Time/Jesmyn-Ward/9781501126352
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/ta-nehisi-coates-and-a-generation-waking-up


Prayer for People Critically Ill or Facing Great Uncertainty

God of the present moment,

God who in Jesus stills the storm

and soothes the frantic heart;

bring hope and courage to all

who wait or work in uncertainty.

Bring hope that you will make them the equal

of whatever lies ahead.

Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,

for your will is health and wholeness;

you are God, and we need you.

-Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book, p.

765https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-

program/faith-based-response-to-epidemics/

LUNCH BUNCH CONTINUES   The second Thursday of each

month women of CUMC are invited to enjoy lunch and a

visit.  Usually various women host in their home and all enjoy

a pot luck meal and good conversation. In recent months, we

have maintained the tradition via Zoom. It is not a

membership group; just find a computer or phone and visit

with your church sisters. Watch for the invitation and Zoom

connection the week before September 10th.

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

Note that after each Sunday Zoom service, there is an optional, brief time for fellowship.  While

snacks are missing, the comradery allows a time to catch up with others and hear what is going on

in their lives. Check it out!

ZOOM LUNCH BUNCH

FELLOWSHIP  HOUR

FELLOWSHIP OF  THE HEART

FELLOWSHIP HOUR



Helping to select the individuals

who will govern and legislate in

our name is the most

fundamental right and duty of

every American. However,

citizen participation in our

elections ranks among

the lowest in the industrialized

world. One task identified by

the Justice for All Ministry is to

help register new voters.

Members have received voter

registration training from

Evangeline Keita from the

Baltimore City Board of

Elections and will be actively

working to register new voters

at whatever public gatherings

we can. We have contacted the

Howard County League of

Women Voters and the Howard

County Chapter of the NAACP

to see how we might help them

in their voter registration efforts.

But there is work for all of

you as well:

JUSTICE FOR ALL
                           Matters

Talk to family, friends, co-

workers and neighbors to

encourage them to register

AND to vote in the General

Election on Tuesday,

November 3, 2020.

Direct individuals to

the Howard County Board

of Elections for more

information about

registering to vote.

Advise individuals to request

a vote-by-mail ballot     

 well in advance of the

posted deadlines and to

return it as soon as they are

comfortable with their

selections.

Inform people that

Maryland provides for in-

person early voting from

Thursday, October 22,

2020 through Thursday,

October 29, 2020. More

information on polling

locations in Howard County

is available here.

The Baltimore-
Washington
Conference invites
everyone to make a
commitment to
being anti-racist not
just today, but for a
lifetime. Click on the
sign above to learn
more about how to
do this, sign the
commitment as an
individual, and see a
list of those churches
(including CUMC)
that have already
signed the pledge.

Set Up an Interview! Are you interested in being interviewed regarding your personal

experiences with racism? Please contact Sara Swanson (sara.g.swanson130@gmail.com) to set up

an appointment. Interviews will last 15-30 minutes and can be conducted via phone, FaceTime or

Zoom.
Black Lives  Matter Movement Resource List A Justice for All Ministry member, Sara Swanson, has

compiled an extensive list of resources on racism, the Black Lives Matter movement and actionable steps

that you can take to educate yourself and show your support. Click on the Black Lives Matter sign above

and bookmark the link in your web browser for future reference!

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Board-of-Elections/Voter-Information/Voter-Registration
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Board-of-Elections/Voter-Information/Absentee-Ballots
https://www.bwcumc.org/ministries/advocacy-action/racial-justice/commit-to-becoming-an-anti-racist-church/
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Board-of-Elections/Voter-Information/Early-Voting
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSjC1I9FATRFDXbInqeV0_8bZAIBZgDF4P8fb0G25L7JlTt_GJ8WEYqw-2r7CenYOTgsiezn7C0rBUS/pub?urp=gmail_link


Had there been no coronavirus

pandemic, America’s largest

mainline Protestant denomination,

the UMC, would have convened in

May 2020 for a likely vote to break

up over differences on same-sex

marriage and ordination of LGBTQ

pastors. Instead, the United

Methodist Church was forced to

postpone the potentially

momentous conference, leaving its

various factions in limbo for

perhaps 16 more months. Bishops

are proposing to hold the General

Conference in Minneapolis Aug.

31-Sept. 10, 2021.

The differences have simmered for

years, and came to a head in

February 2019 at a special General

Conference in St. Louis where

delegates voted 438-384 for The

Traditional Plan, a proposal

strengthening bans on LGBTQ-

inclusive practices. Most U.S.-

based delegates opposed that

plan and favored LGBTQ-friendly

options; they were outvoted by

U.S. conservatives teamed with

most of the delegates from

Methodist strongholds in Africa

and the Philippines.

In the aftermath of that meeting,

many moderate and liberal clergy

made clear they would not abide

by the bans, and various groups

I

RECONCILING
MINISTRIES
United Methodists Face a Year in Limbo,             
 May 5, 2020, by The Associated Press

worked throughout 2019 on

proposals to let the UMC split

along theological lines.

There have been at least four

different proposals for how to

implement a split.  The most widely

discussed plan, the Protocol of

Reconciliation & Grace Through

Separation, was negotiated by 16

bishops and advocacy group

leaders with differing views on

LGBTQ inclusion. Under the

protocol, conservative

congregations and regional bodies

would be allowed to separate from

the UMC and form a new

denomination. They would receive

$25 million in UMC funds and be

able to keep their properties.  

In hopes of minimizing friction, the

protocol calls for a moratorium on

enforcement of bans related to

LGBTQ issues.  Support for the

protocol is far from unanimous,

though its backers predict it will

win majority support next year. One

dissenting faction, known as the

“liberationists,” believes the

proposal doesn’t go far enough in

curbing racism, sexism and anti-

LGBTQ sentiment within the UMC. 

"Christ UMC is
one of 1,327
Methodist
Reconciling
Communities.  
Since the 1990’s
Christ UMC has
advocated for the
full inclusion of
LGBTQ people
in our
congregation and
denomination."

        Douglas Fox



Everyone on the CUMC Admin Board is certain that all of us at CUMC can’t wait to see each other at

worship back in our home space at the Owen Brown Interfaith Center. However, we all know large

gatherings at this time are not wise. The Baltimore Washington Conference has set forth the BWC re-

entering well process which is described in detail on their website. Click here to see the plan.   

The re-entering well process directs that a task force be established for each congregation that must

address the considerations for how and when to re-enter the church building for in-person gatherings.

Among some of the considerations the task force must address are: supplies such as masks and hand

sanitizer, adherence to CDC and local health guidelines, the vulnerability of the congregation, and the

preparations needed for the pastor and the congregation to be able to be vigilant about adhering to

the safety guidelines.  Considerations about the size and configuration of the worship  space, parking

lots, bathrooms, and classrooms also need to be addressed to make sure they meet all of the health

guidelines.  

The CUMC re-entering well task force is being led by Phil Lindberg and Pastor Childs. The CUMC task

force will be coordinating with the OBIC board, which already has the responsibility for considering

how groups of people can safely re-enter spaces within the Interfaith Center.

     

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS

The people and churches of the Baltimore-Washington Conference put their faith and love into action in

the on-going work of racial justice. In the recent aftermath of even more police killings of unarmed Black

people, compounded by centuries of racism and white supremacy, we cry out for racial justice now. Click

here to be inspired!

As the nation struggles with the challenges of systemic racism and white supremacy, the church is an

incubator of deep thought, action, and prayer. The people of the Baltimore-Washington Conference are

engaged in significant discernment and conversations about race. Some of the leaders of the Baltimore-

Washington Conference shared their recent thoughts. Click on the photos below to learn more.

 Racial Justice

Reflections on Racism

The “Re-entering Well” Process
 

https://www.bwcumc.org/article/re-entering-well/
https://www.bwcumc.org/ministries/advocacy-action/racial-justice/
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/reflections-on-racism/


Administrative Board 

 Minutes 20-08-11

CUMC Goals 20-05-20

OBIC has resumed hosting some religious congregations, at

approximately one-third room capacity, with social distancing,

masks, and new cleaning procedures. 

Cradlerock Children’s Center has been open during the crisis for

children of essential workers, and has recently expanded its

enrollment, following state recommendations for care centers. 

UUCC has maintained food pantry services, including the “Little

Pantry” by the lower doors (for non-perishables), and a new box

for fresh fruits and vegetables. Both of these are “donate what

you can, take what you need”. Please feel free to donate! 

Church Directory   If you missed the 2020 edition of the CUMC

Directory, which contains addresses, phone numbers and emails for

members and friends, contact Joanne Piersall

 (jrpiersall@outlook.com)

for a copy.

The greatness of
a community is
most accurately
measured by the
compassionate
actions of its

members, a heart
of grace, and a

soul generated by
love.

Coretta Scott
King

BUSINESS CORNER

OBIC News

Financial Information - July

CUMC Administrative Board

Year-to-Date                 Actual                Budget

Revenue                      $54,335.79         $50,904.00

Expenses                     $43,358.65         $48,471.57

Surplus or (Deficit)       $10,977.14          $2,432.43

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $365.90

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEGTgKTmhk/Q6pcg3WyF6rS25hQP8Zm2A/view?utm_content=DAEGTgKTmhk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEGT5UlXiA/9kIX2IxroltrqGhH8Hsr1Q/view?utm_content=DAEGT5UlXiA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink


As you may guess, the pandemic and not being together for in-person

worship has really impacted our earnings for CUMC from prepaid

cards.  Since 3/13/20, CUMC has earned less than half of what was

earned during the same time period in 2019.  

Delvin Daniels is available to take your orders for prepaid cards by

phone. Then, send him a check and a self-addressed, stamped

envelope for him to mail the cards to you.  Or, he’s even offered to

deliver them to your door!  What service!!

Another possibility is having your own account with ShopWithScrip, so

you can order eCards online on your computer at any time and print

them on your printer.  Then use the eCards the same way you’ve used

plastic cards, with the added convenience of writing directly on them

how much you’ve spent and how much remains!  

Click on the image for more information. 

Click here to enroll.              (Call Dea Atkins for the CUMC enrollment

code.)         

To browse the list of over 750 participating retailers, click on the

photo of the cards below.

Please contact Dea if you have any questions about this program.

Thank you for continuing to support our CUMC prepaid cards

program during this unusual time!

Faith is taking
the first step even
when you don’t
see the whole

staircase.

Martin Luther
King, Jr.

BUSINESS CORNER
Prepaid Cards Update

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Login/Enroll
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/Browse/
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Support/shop-earn/egift-cards


The pandemic has impacted CUMC in significant ways since March 2020 including the roles of

worship volunteers and the Elizabeth House volunteers. 

CUMC worship services have transitioned abruptly from in-person at OBIC to virtual via

Zoom.  Thanks to all who helped make this possible.  We formerly utilized 11 volunteers for each

service, but volunteer needs for Zoom services are quite different.   Phil Lindberg serves as liturgist

and “Zoom master”, and one Reader is typically required each Sunday.  Offering Counters are called

on as needed to handle mailed in donations.  We anticipate that Zoom services will continue until the

health impact of the pandemic is mitigated.  Thanks to all who have helped with worship services; it is

great that we can maintain our tradition of lay involvement.  Please contact Dennis Atkins if you have

questions.  

Elizabeth House is operated by FISH of Laurel, Inc. whose mission is helping to feed the homeless

and working poor in the Laurel area by relying on volunteers to prepare and serve daily

meals.  CUMC has been providing a team of volunteers to serve meals on the first Sunday of each

month for many years.  We have not been able to sustain this effort since March because our team

members are classified as “vulnerable individuals” under the pandemic guidelines.  Please contact

Dennis Atkins if you are not a “vulnerable individual” and would be interested in volunteering at

Elizabeth House. 

VOLUNTEERS
MATTER



We Celebrate Diversity

We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to share

God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the Reconciling

Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of different races,

nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical abilities, a diverse and

multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all. 

CALENDAR Click on the calendar to go to the interactive calendar on the website.

http://cumcobic.org/calendar-2/

