
CUMC ZOOM Church Sunday at 10:30 am is followed by

Sunday School. Please contact us by phone or email and

we will send you the Zoom invitation.
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ZOOM WITH US ON WEDNESDAYS
CUMC ZOOM Prayer Group meets Wednesday evenings

at 7:00 pm. Please contact us by phone or email and we

will send you the Zoom invitation.

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Hearts —Open Minds — Open Doors 

Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way

Columbia, MD  21045

Phone: 410 -381-6329

email: admin@cumcobic.org

The Reverend Zelda Childs, Pastor

ZOOM WITH US ON SUNDAYS



 One of the brand new terms that

has entered our daily conversation

is "social distancing." It is

shorthand, as we know very well, for

the practical physical precautions

that we all need to and must take in

order to protect ourselves and

others. I'd humbly suggest though,

that we use the term itself

sparingly, if at all. Language is a

powerful shaper of thinking. And

the very last thing we need right

now, is a mindset of mutual

distancing. We actually need to be

thinking in the exact opposite way.

Every hand that we don't shake

must become a phone   

CLERGY 
CORNER

Written by NewBy Rabbi Yosef KanefskyB'nai

call that we place. Every embrace

that we avoid must become a

verbal expression of warmth and

concern. Every inch and every foot

that we physically place between

ourselves and another, must

become a thought as to how we

might be of help to that other,

should the need arise. It is obvious

that "distancing", if misplaced or

misunderstood, will take its toll not

only upon our community's strength

and resiliency, but upon the very

integrity and meaning of our

spiritual commitment. … Let's stay

safe. And let's draw one another

closer in a way that we've never

done before.

"Every hand that
we don't shake
must become a
phone call that
we place. Every
embrace that we
avoid must
become a verbal
expression of
warmth and
concern."



WORSHIP 
AND PRAISE

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is based on a three-year cycle of Sunday Eucharistic

readings with Year A focusing on the Gospel of Matthew, Year B focusing on Mark, and Year

C focusing on Luke. The Gospel of John is interspersed through all three years of the

lectionary. The Sunday lectionary readings are chosen to highlight the ministry of Jesus Christ

and the story of God’s people. The pastor or worship planners have the option of making

substitutions to suit a particular purpose (e.g., baptism, confirmation, installation of church

leaders, etc).

July 5, 2020 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost; Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49,58–67; Psalm 45:10–17 or

Psalm 72 (UMH 795); Romans 7:15–25a; Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30

July 12, 2020 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost; Genesis 25:19–34; Psalm 119:105–112 or Psalm 25

(UMH 756); Romans 8:1–11; Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23

July 19, 2020 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost; Genesis 28:10–19a; Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24 (UMH

854); Romans 8:12–25; Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43

July 26, 2020 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost; Genesis 29:15–28; Psalm 105:1–11, 45b (UMH 828);

Romans 8:26–39; Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52



Carolyn Leveque  Continued

prayers for Carolyn as she

fights an infection and

prepares for kidney stone

surgery on July 13th.

Joanne Piersall Prayers for

Joanne who is in severe pain.

Cleo Fox Prayers for baby

Cleo and her family as she

faces yet another heart

surgery.

Eric Rosenberger Prayers of

healing for Eric after his recent

eye surgery.

Lillian Lehnert Prayers of

comfort and strength for Lillian

as she cares for her cousin

Karen and her friend Jim.

.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Judy Pittman Prayers of

comfort for Judy and her family

for the loss of her mother-in-

law Eileen xx who passed away

June xx.

Anthony Johnson Prayers of

healing for Anthony as he deals

with stomach and liver issues.

Mimi Ayers Congratulations to

Mimi on her play, Man Down.

You can watch this free

streaming live event Sunday,

July 12 at 7:00 pm.

Facebook.com@m4gpllc

This is part of the Columbia

Black Theater Festival.

Kristin Lederman and

Kedysha Daniels Prayers for

health and safety as they work

to care for others in hospitals. 

Chloe Swanson 07/03

Nyree Fox 7/06

Tyler Rosenberger 07/07

David Burtnick 07/17

Don James 07/23

Josh Lindberg 07/23

Matt Lindberg 07/23

Phyllis Kelley 07/31.

Happy
Birthday!



HOWARD COUNTY 

FOOD BANK
HOWARD COUNTY FOOD BANK:  The

Food Bank is critically busy and gladly

welcoming your individual donations at

their site 9385 Gerwig Lane, Columbia

21046 between 8:30 and 4PM.  Financial

donations are desperately needed which

you can mail to Community Action

Council (Food Bank on memo line) 9820

Patuxent Woods Dr., #100,Columbia

21046 or donate on their

website www.cac-hc.org.

CUMC CARES
Mission Matters

BOARD OF CHILD CARE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Consider donating gift cards to the Board of Child Care. Delvin Daniels can

help facilate your purchase and your gift! Please contact Delvin.



As we struggle to make sense of a pandemic world and to

raise our voices to cry out for justice for all, we will gain

understanding and insights from this deeply moving book.

Call Tracy Klink for details.

"Irving's personal and moving tale takes us on an

adventure to a world utterly new to her as she wakes up

to the reality of how, without her knowledge or active

pursuit, she lives in a society which is set up to reward her

at the expense of people of color. I cannot imagine a

more understandable and compelling invitation to learn

about how racism lives on in our homes, communities, and

nation." -- Bishop Gene Robinson, Retired Episcopal

Bishop of New Hampshire and Senior Fellow at the Center

for American Progress, Washington, DC

ZOOM
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL

CUMC Sunday School directly follows the

10:30 worship service on Sunday mornings.

Regina Gibson-Burtnick leads this group and

she is assisted by Tracy Klink. The theme for

July is The Ten Commandments.

 “You shall have no other gods before me.”

Exodus 20:3

Do you remember the other nine?

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

NEW ZOOM BOOK STUDY

JOIN US, SUNDAY JULY 19 AT 7PM



Prayer for People Critically Ill or Facing Great Uncertainty

God of the present moment,

God who in Jesus stills the storm

and soothes the frantic heart;

bring hope and courage to all

who wait or work in uncertainty.

Bring hope that you will make them the equal

of whatever lies ahead.

Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,

for your will is health and wholeness;

you are God, and we need you.

-Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book, p.

765https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-

disaster-program/faith-based-response-to-epidemics/

ZOOM
 

LUNCH BUNCH

Grab your sandwich and your technology

for a good visit with your lunch bunch

buddies July 9th at 12:00. Please let Dea

Atkins know that you want to attend so

that she can send you the link!

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

FELLOWSHIP 

OF THE HEART



At protests throughout nation, people are speaking out about the pain being inflicted by

racism and white supremacy and the church raises a song. See this Prayer of Protest by the

Rev. Dr. Jay Williams, lead pastor of Union UMC in Boston, which features the witness of

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=305&v=qdryHBWu0HI&feature=emb_title

JUSTICE FOR ALL
 Matters

RACIAL JUSTICE

ANTI-RACISM ACTION: From Admin. Board

chair Phil Lindberg:  "As mentioned during this past

Sunday's worship service, the Conference's

Discipleship Council encourages all churches and

members of the Baltimore Washington Conference

to sign the Commitment

- actionnetwork.org/forms/commitment-to-

becoming-an-anti-racist-church?

source=direct_link&. 

Read the Frequently Asked Questions on the

Commitment to Becoming an Anti-Racist Church

- https://www.bwcumc.org/article/faq-on-the-

commitment-to-becoming-an-anti-racist-church/.

More Resources on Racial Justice here—

https://www.bwcumc.org/ministries/advocacy-

action/racial-justice/ "text

TAKE ACTION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=305&v=qdryHBWu0HI&feature=emb_title
http://actionnetwork.org/forms/commitment-to-becoming-an-anti-racist-church?source=direct_link&
https://www.bwcumc.org/article/faq-on-the-commitment-to-becoming-an-anti-racist-church/
https://www.bwcumc.org/article/faq-on-the-commitment-to-becoming-an-anti-racist-church/.%20More%C2%A0Resources%20on%20Racial%20Justice%20here%E2%80%94https:/www.bwcumc.org/ministries/advocacy-action/racial-justice/%C2%A0%22text
https://www.bwcumc.org/ministries/advocacy-action/racial-justice/%C2%A0%22text


Had there been no coronavirus

pandemic, America’s largest

mainline Protestant denomination,

the UMC, would have convened in

May 2020 for a likely vote to break

up over differences on same-sex

marriage and ordination of LGBTQ

pastors. Instead, the United

Methodist Church was forced to

postpone the potentially

momentous conference, leaving its

various factions in limbo for

perhaps 16 more months. Bishops

are proposing to hold the General

Conference in Minneapolis Aug. 31-

Sept. 10, 2021.

The differences have simmered for

years, and came to a head in

February 2019 at a special General

Conference in St. Louis where

delegates voted 438-384 for The

Traditional Plan, a proposal

strengthening bans on LGBTQ-

inclusive practices. Most U.S.-

based delegates opposed that

plan and favored LGBTQ-friendly

options; they were outvoted by U.S.

conservatives teamed with most of

the delegates from Methodist

strongholds in Africa and the

Philippines.

In the aftermath of that meeting,

many moderate and liberal clergy

made clear they would not abide

by the bans, and various groups

worked throughout 2019 on

proposals to let the UMC split

along theological lines.

RECONCILING
MINISTRIES
United Methodists Face a Year in Limbo,             
 May 5, 2020, By The Associated Press

 

There have been at least four

different proposals for how to

implement a split.  The most widely

discussed plan, the Protocol of

Reconciliation & Grace Through

Separation, was negotiated by 16

bishops and advocacy group

leaders with differing views on

LGBTQ inclusion. Under the

protocol, conservative

congregations and regional bodies

would be allowed to separate from

the UMC and form a new

denomination. They would receive

$25 million in UMC funds and be

able to keep their properties.  

 In hopes of minimizing friction, the

protocol calls for a moratorium on

enforcement of bans related to

LGBTQ issues.  Support for the

protocol is far from unanimous,

though its backers predict it will

win majority support next year. One

dissenting faction, known as the

“liberationists,” believes the

proposal doesn’t go far enough in

curbing racism, sexism and anti-

LGBTQ sentiment within the UMC. 

Christ UMC is one of 1,327

Methodist Reconciling

Communities.  Since the 1990’s

Christ UMC has advocated for the

full inclusion of LGBTQ people in

our congregation and

denomination.

"Christ UMC is
one of 1,327
Methodist
Reconciling
Communities.  
Since the 1990’s
Christ UMC has
advocated for the
full inclusion of
LGBTQ people
in our
congregation and
denomination."



Juneteenth March

Members of the BWC, with others in the interfaith community, marched from Asbury UMC through the

streets of Washington, D.C., on Juneteenth as a witness for anti-racism.

“Baltimore-Washington Conference: I implore you; I implore you,” the bishop said, her voice rising, “as you

go back to your places of worship, back to your campuses, back to your churches, back to the places

where we gather, to be bold and prophetic witnesses of the Gospel of Jesus the Christ. To have the

difficult conversations about race and White supremacy and oppression.”

CONFERENCE 
CONNECTIONS

ROCK : MARK YOUR CALENDARS: FEB 5-7 2021



FINANCIAL INFORMATION - July

Year-to-Date                 Actual                Budget

Revenue                     $37,430.80         $36,360.00 

Expenses                    $30,332.12          $34,622.55 

Surplus or (Deficit)    $7,098.68             $1,737.45

Surplus or (Deficit) Per Week $322.67

The Memory Garden Committee is working on expanding the

current plaque so that more names can be added in the

future. This work is expected to be completed this summer so

that names may be added in the spring of 2021. Over the

years the Memory Garden Fund has supported the addition

of many new trees and plants as well as garden furniture.

Love is the
only force
capable of

transforming
an enemy into

a friend.
Martin Luther

King Jr.

BUSINESS CORNER

OBIC NEWS



During these strange times our normal volunteer assignments have changed dramatically. What the

future will bring is not entirely clear, but it is safe to assume there will be multiple stages to our

convening again face to face for our worship services.

At this point many thanks go to the hard-working worship committee and especially to Phil and Lisa

Lindberg and Pam Wilt for all they do to put our Sunday morning service together and to keep it

online. Thanks also to Toni Klinkenberg for getting the Newsletter to all of us, and to Judy Pittman

for making sure that we get our weekly Wednesday notes. To all of the Administrative Board

members, thank you for keeping us going. Delvin Daniels, thanks for all of your work with the gift

cards. Regina Burtnick and Tracy Klink we say thanks to you for keeping Zoom Sunday School in

session. For the many others working on big and small tasks and committees, thank you! There are so

many others that should be named for a multitude of contributions--Dea and Dennis Atkins,

Douglas Fox and Lillian Lehnert . Thank you to all of you for showing up on Sunday mornings, and

for being with us in spirit and hoping for a better future.

The Baltimore Washington Conference has put together excellent resource guides for congregations

so that we may plan for safe re-opening of our church. Many guidelines will have to be put in place

before we physically gather together again. How the building is cleaned, procedures for ushers,

communion, musical instruments and microphones all will be addressed. First stages will ensure social

distancing, less contact through physical objects by eliminating the use of bulletins and hymnals, and

coffee hour.

VOLUNTEERS
MATTER

LOOKING AHEAD



We Celebrate Diversity

We are a people of God, a supportive fellowship open to all, called by Jesus Christ to share

God's love, nurturing one another and our community. Christ UMC is part of the Reconciling

Ministries Network. We welcome all persons, from all walks of life—people of different races,

nationalities, sexual orientations, classes, and mental and physical abilities, a diverse and

multi-racial congregation, that seeks to be open to all. 

CALENDAR





Help us educate ourselves and our youth on this important

topic of racism in America. This book study is an

intergenerational event especially selected with our youth

in mind. 

“As we continue to fight the battle against police

brutality and systemic racism in America, THE HATE U

GIVE serves as a much needed literary ramrod. Absolutely

riveting!” (Jason Reynolds, bestselling coauthor of ALL

AMERICAN BOYS)

ZOOM
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL

CUMC Sunday School directly follows the

10:30 worship service on Sunday mornings.

Regina Gibson-Burtnick leads this group and

she is assisted by Tracy Klink. The theme for

August is The Parables

 “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard

seed,which a man took and planted in his

field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all

seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of

garden plants and becomes a tree, so that

the birds come and perch in its branches.”

Matthew 13: 31-32

LEARNING FOR ALL
Education Matters

NEW ZOOM BOOK STUDY

JOIN US, SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13 AT 7PM



"This is the time to be slow,

Lie low to the wall

Until the bitter weather passes.

Try, as best you can, not to let

The wire brush of doubtScrape from your heart

All sense of yourself

And your hesitant light.

If you remain generous,

Time will come good;

And you will find your feet

Again on fresh pastures of promise,

Where the air will be kind

And blushed with beginning.” ―John O’Donohue, Benedictus

Book Of Blessings

ZOOM
 

LUNCH BUNCH

Grab your sandwich and your technology

for a good visit with your lunch bunch

buddies August 13th at 12:00. Please let

Suzanne James know that you want to

attend so that she can send you the link!

FELLOWSHIP
Matters

FELLOWSHIP 

OF THE HEART



Time for Cross and Flame to Go
TROPHY CLUB, Texas — The Cross and Flame, however well

intended by its designers, evokes for many African

Americans the Ku Klux Klan's cross burnings. It should be

replaced as the symbol of The United Methodist Church,

writes the Rev. Edlen Cowley.

CLICK ON PHOTO TO READ MORE.

JUSTICE FOR ALL
 Matters

CROSS AND FLAME

The cover of the June 28th issue of The Washington

Post Magazine features a photograh taken by

Phyllis Kelley's brother-in-law. Most of the magazine

focuses on the protests n Washington D.C. The

entire spread is very compelling and well worth

reading.

FOCUS

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/time-for-cross-and-flame-to-go?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTldFellXTTFNRFprTUdNNCIsInQiOiJkNFVcLzFhR1d5MDA1SzV4Q3ZcL3NkQXlEdVZmSFZMdENWajk3a25NWUJJSjhJdnlqYjkxanJPaENzRFM0SEd1aHdXUlRuYkpUczBiRFYwUEhyVjB6am1VRFdBNUYyaFNLN2o4b0dBWURZS2Vtazl4SGJhT1gzZkhwXC9JNm03Nkc5cCJ9

